
Hello/Hola/Salut from the Department of Language, Literature, & Cultural Studies!    
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1) FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

   
Dr. Monifa Love’s poem “Abraham Lincoln Turns to Listen to the Lower Ninth” was featured as the Poem of the Day at 
poets.org on September 27. Dr. Love’s poem was sent to the organization’s 300,000 email subscribers and broadcast on 
its various social media platforms throughout the day.  
 
Dr. Sheneese Thompson has been appointed as an Adobe Fellow with BSU’s Office of Institutional Advancement.  
 
Dr. Horacio Sierra co-edited a special issue of the South Atlantic Review (Volume 87, Issue 3) entitled “Post-Normative.” 
Dr. Sierra and his co-editor, Austin Svedjan of the University of Pennsylvania, ask readers to consider what ought to be 
queer theory’s relationship to the “normative” today. Being a thought experiment, the issue hopes to nourish something 
new in queer theory’s critical purchase. The issue’s articles take the series of questions that the banner of “post-
normative?” encompasses in varied, often contradictory, directions. What they share, however, is an interrogation of 
what has arguably remained the binding object of queer theoretical inquiry and what assumptions (disciplinary, 
genealogical, literary, et al.) bolster the normative’s cohering gravity. 
 
2) ENGLISH MAJORS MEETING: OCTOBER 10   

 
Join us on Monday, October 10, at 10:00 am in MLK 253 for a chance to meet your fellow English majors and learn more 
about the program. Breakfast will be served.  
 
 
 
 



3) BSU OUTDOORS CLUB INFO SESSION: OCTOBER 11 

 
To promote the newly started Outdoors Club at BSU which is housed within the Department of History and Government, 
we will be participating in our first speaking event on Tuesday, October 11th at 7:00 PM EST. In coordination with 
BlackInNationalParksWeek who is hosting this virtual event, Dr. Sumanth Reddy and two students (Kevon Allen & Zoey 
Days) will share their experiences from their 2000-mile camping and hiking trip from May 2022. We will also share our 
activity plans for the upcoming year. Free registration is required here https://bit.ly/3RJ9Qo0 which is limited to 100 
participants. Additional participants can attend using the link Black In National Parks Week | Facebook. This information 
can also be found in the attached flyer. Thank you for your support. 
 
4) FLAMENCO DANCE PERFORMANCE: OCTOBER 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5) TEACH ENGLISH IN SPAIN INFO SESSION: OCTOBER 18 

 
 
6) CAREER FAIR: OCTOBER 26 

 
 
7) SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY: ANCESTRY.COM 
The Office of New Student Experiences and Office of Multicultural Programs and Services has successfully partnered 
with DNA Ancestry for the 2nd year in a row. Not only are they connecting with BSU to provide paid-internships and free 
DNA Ancestry Kits (100 Kits donated in March 2022- Cost $10,000), they are now affording undergraduate or graduate 
students scholarship money https://www.ancestry.com/c/historymakers  (Deadline Nov. 3).  
 
On a similar note, on November 3 from 9:30am-2pm, DNA Ancestry will interview BSU scholars (12-15) for the chance to 
be selected for a paid internship in Salt Lake City Utah Summer 2023. We are the only HBCU on the DNA Ancestry tour 
this year and 3 scholars will be selected for the internship and 2 scholars will win $2,500 scholarship. Contact Dr. 
Keadrick Peters for more information: kpeaters@bowiestate.edu 
 
8) BSU DEI CAMPUS CLIMATE SURVEY 
 
BSU’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee asks all members of the BSU community to fill out a campus climate so 
that it can better advance diversity, equity, and inclusion in every area, including BSU’s business processes, academic 
programs, community experiences and legacy planning. 
 
Click here to fill out the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DEICAMPUSCLIMATESURVEY 
   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DEICAMPUSCLIMATESURVEY


9) DRIFTERS EMERGENCY STUDENT GRANT   
   
The Drifters Emergency Student Grant is a $10,000 grant awarded annually to degree-conferring institutions whose 
student enrollment is primarily comprised of students from underrepresented backgrounds. These grants have been 
given to numerous colleges and universities to help students to continue their studies. BSU was awarded the grant at 
The National Drifters, Inc. 63rd national Convention in August 2019.  As a result, Juniors/Seniors in the Department of 
Language, Literature, & Cultural Studies experiencing an emergency need for tuition assistance, housing assistance, 
course materials, meal planning, or transportation assistance are eligible to apply. Please Contact Professor Lane 
(alane@bowiestate.edu) or Dr. Basena (dbasena@bowiestate.edu) for an application form.    
   
10) SIGMA TAU DELTA    

   
Sigma Tau Delta welcomes new members.    
   
Membership Requirements:      
     
•Candidates for undergraduate membership must have completed a minimum of two college courses in English 
language or literature beyond the usual requirements in freshman English. The candidate must have a minimum of a B 
or equivalent average in English and in general scholarship and must have completed at least three semesters or five 
quarters of college course work. Candidates for undergraduate membership need not be majoring or minoring in the 
discipline of English.      
     
•Candidates for graduate membership who did not hold undergraduate membership must be enrolled in a graduate 
program in English or one of its specializations, have completed six semester hours of graduate work or the equivalent, 
and have a minimum grade point average of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale.    
     
•Lifetime Membership Fee: $80. $40 goes to the Nu Nu chapter, which will bestow you with Honor Cords and a 
Medallion at your Induction Ceremony that you can wear during graduation. The other $40 goes to Sigma Tau Delta’s 
national office, which will supply you with your Sigma Tau Delta society pin and certificate. LLCS can help pay for your 
membership fees.   
     
To learn more about Membership Benefits, please click here: http://english.org/members/benefits.shtml    
     
If you are interested in becoming a member, please e-mail hsierra@bowiestate.edu    
 
 


