Alejandro Beutel, Fellow
Institute for Social Policy & Understanding

Alejandro is an ISPU Fellow and in-
dependent research consultant, where he spe-
cializes in the study and analysis of Ameri-
can Muslim civic engagement, combating
hate and extremism in the United States, and

i domestic countering violent extremism. He is
also a Researcher for Countering Violent Extremism at the University
of Maryland’s National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and
Responses to Terrorism (START).

In 2014 he was ISPU’s Policy and Research Engagement Fel-
low. In this capacity, he conducted outreach and built strategic rela-
tions with various non-government organizations and U.S. federal
agencies. He also served as Co-Principal Investigator and Project
Manager of ISPU's Islamophobia/2050 Study, a research initiative
that empirically analyzed anti-Muslim bigotry in the United States
and provided actionable solutions to effectively combat it.

From 2009 to 2012 he was the Government and Policy Ana-
lyst at the D.C. office of the Muslim Public Affairs Council where he
built strategic relationships with government agencies and authored
several policy and issue publications in areas such as national securi-
ty, immigration reform, and religious liberty.

10 Countries With the Largest Muslim Populations, 2010 and 2050
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ubtotal 1,053,010,000 65.8 Subtotal 1,701,070,000 61.6
Eubtotal for Rest 546,700,000 34.2 Subtotal for Rest 1.060,410,000 38.4
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World Total 1.599,700,000 100.0 World Total 2.761,480,000 100.0
source: The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050. Population astimatas are rounded to the neamnst
10,000, Percentages are calculatad from unrounded numbers.
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The Bowie State University Scholars Forums are
a series of panel discussions on issues of contempo-
rary interest and enduring importance. Each forum
offers participants a platform in which to engage in
an intellectual conversation. Our goal is to employ
the heart of the university, the College of Arts & Sci-
ences, to create a safe space for scholarly inquiry
that broadens our cultural horizons, whets our appe-
tite for research, and contributes to our quest for a
just and peaceful world.
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Moderated by Dr. Nicholas Creary

Assistant Professor of History

Special thanks to
Dr. Horacio Sierra
Assistant Professor of English
and
Dr. George Acquaah
Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences
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7 Daayiee Abdullah, Imam

Light of Reform Mosque

: Daayiee is an Imam at the Light of

il Reform Mosque in the District of Columbia.

§ Also known as Masjid An-Nur Al-Isslaah, the
§ mosque cares for the spiritual needs of LGBT
o Muslims.

% Daayiee was raised a Southern Baptist

in Detroit. As he grew up, he realized that the
religion was not for him and he started practicing Buddhism. It was
while studying in Beijing that Daayiee began to study Islam through
his friendship with the Uighur Muslim community in China. Daayiee
has a law degree from the David A. Clarke School of Law in the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Daayiee is a prominent sexuality rights activist within Muslim
and interfaith contexts and is affiliated with Muslims for Progressive
Values as DC co-chapter leader. Daayiee is a scholar, a former public
interest lawyer and a specialist in Shari’ah Sciences/Quranic Interpre-
tation. He frequently lectures internationally on progressive Muslim
concepts, interfaith networking, and the development of inclusive re-
visions of Islamic theological thought and interpretations of shari’ah.
He has also long been involved in actively promoting understanding
and awareness of issues of racial, sexual, and gender equality both
within and beyond Muslim communities.

Shazia Farook, Program Manager

Fairfax Institute

Shazia is currently the Program Man-
ager of The Fairfax Institute. She holds an
M.A. in Liberal Studies with a Concentration r '
in International Affairs from Georgetown ;
University and a B.A. in English from the
University of California, Berkeley. Shazia's
work experience includes the following:
Oxfam America, The Institute for Social Pol- '
icy and Understanding, The Office of International Religious Free-
dom at the US State Department, Georgetown University, and the
Muslim Public Affairs Council. She also serves as an Assistant Editor
for the web magazine altmuslimah.com.




