
Hello/Hola/Salut from the Department of Language, Literature, & Cultural Studies!     
      
Table of Contents:     
1) Graduation Celebration  
2) Alumni Accomplishments  
3) English Majors Lunch: February 14, 12:30-1:30 pm  
4) 10th Annual Read-A-Thon: February 21, 12:30-2:00 pm  
5) Teach English in Japan Information Session: February 28, 11:00 am-12:00 pm  
6) Submit Your Work to BSU’s Ten-Minute-Play Festival  
7) Pratt Library Poetry Contest  
8) Paid Internship Opportunity: MPSSP  
9) Drifters Fund    
10) Sigma Tau Delta    
  
1) GRADUATION CELEBRATION  

  

On December 14, the Department of Language, Literature, & Cultural Studies celebrated the 
graduation of three students:  
Ahmari Carrigan – BA in English  
Joseph Sampugnaro – MA in English  
Rawan Alqhtani – MA in English  
 
Xxavier Boone, a Creative Writing Major, and Laura Neal, a Creative Writing Alumna, regaled us 
with their original poetry. Professor Prince Thorpe’s French students sang a French song and 
one of Professor Kala Richardon’s Spanish students recited a Spanish poem for us. You can 
read Laura’s poem, “Hold / Whole - What Could Have Been Has Not Yet Appeared” 
here: https://burnaway.org/magazine/naudline-pierre-dma/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fburnaway.org%2Fmagazine%2Fnaudline-pierre-dma%2F&data=05%7C01%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7Caf9bf72cdef04dc6c18508dadd34308a%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C0%7C638065513508110505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aJJZaHcnsndWn0jMl8moCIdRsI%2BvZESGReWR98Jj3jA%3D&reserved=0


2) ALUMNI ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

  
BSU Alumna and former English Major Araba Maze gave away over 3,000 brand new books to 
children living in Baltimore's book deserts! Over the past year, her organization made stronger 
connections with publishing companies and secured a contract with the YMCA  to launching a 
free book vending machine at a local Y this month.  
  
Araba thanks everyone for the support and kind words that helped her get to this point. She is 
also excited to share that she was recently accepted to be a part of the Camelback Ventures 
Fellowship Program. Araba welcome BSU undergrads who would like to intern for her 
program.   
  
3) ENGLISH MAJORS LUNCH: FEBRUARY 14  
  
Join your fellow English Major on Tuesday, February 14, at 12:30 pm in MLK 253 for a pizza-
and-cookies lunch. This is a chance for you to hang out with your fellow majors, meet 
professors, and network. This is the perfect opportunity for you to plan activities for Sigma Tau 
Delta, start a book club, plan an Open Mic event, or join Raíces – BSU’s Latino Affinity Group.   
  
4) 10th ANNUAL READ-A-THON: FEBRUARY 21  
  
Join us for the 10th Annual BSU Black History Month Read-A-Thon on February 21, 12:30-2:00 
pm, in MLK 253 as we celebrate the power of language, public speaking, and oral storytelling. 
Sign up for a ten-minute slot wherein you can read from a literary work of your choice: a novel, 
a short story, a set of poems, song lyrics, a play, or your own creative work. In celebration of 
Black History Month, we strongly encourage that you read the work of a Black author from the 
US or abroad.   
   
Please be prepared to read or speak for approximately ten minutes. Participants will receive 
BSU swag courtesy of the Department of History & Government.  
  
Sign-up for a reading slot here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054fa9aa29aa8-10th#/  
  
 
 
 
 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.camelbackventures.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7C05313772ff49424d13c808dafb193ac9%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C638098383054898171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R0S%2F9XWbf%2Bf%2FMlQBlFoS5HK8Vo1gaoetYrU42PwSLew%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.camelbackventures.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7C05313772ff49424d13c808dafb193ac9%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C638098383054898171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R0S%2F9XWbf%2Bf%2FMlQBlFoS5HK8Vo1gaoetYrU42PwSLew%3D&reserved=0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054fa9aa29aa8-10th#/


 

5) TEACH ENGLISH IN JAPAN PRESENTATION: FEBRUARY 28  

  
Come learn about the JET Program, which provides recent graduates with a paid opportunity to 
teach English in Japan. We will speak with a representative from the Embassy of Japan and two 
alumni of the JET Program. Zoom link: https://bowiestate.zoom.us/j/99105260711 
 

  
6) SUBMIT YOUR WORK TO BSU’S TEN-MINUTE PLAY FESTIVAL  

  
Please submit an original ten-minute play that responds to the following:  
   

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbowiestate.zoom.us%2Fj%2F99105260711&data=05%7C01%7Chsierra%40bowiestate.edu%7Cb2eb25ae05474404ee6008db0088cb32%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C0%7C638104359791064647%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2EX6WhCOa4izs97o5q9HB%2FTRti13JVb9x2iTAE93ER4%3D&reserved=0


• the play features characters who change/grow and realize a truth about themselves 
and/or the world  

• the play explores a challenging idea  
• the play explores the theatrical imagination  
• the play has three or fewer characters  
• the play happens in one location  

 
7) PRATT LIBRARY POETRY CONTEST  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



8) PAID INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY: MPSSP   

  
The Maryland Public Service Scholars Program has a paid summer 2023 Internship 
opportunity for your students! The MPSS program is administered through the Shriver Center 
at UMBC. Each summer a cohort of students are selected to participate in the MPSS program. 
These fellowships provide students the opportunity to develop their skills, network, serve in the 
public service realm, and become better future leaders in Maryland’s public and social sectors.   
   
Here is the link to directly apply on our website: https://publicservicescholars.umbc.edu/apply-
to-fellowships/  
  
Here is the link to find out more information about the 2023 MPSS 
program: https://publicservicescholars.umbc.edu/  
   
If you have any questions, please email publicservicescholars@umbc.edu    
  
9) DRIFTERS EMERGENCY STUDENT GRANT    
    
The Drifters Emergency Student Grant is a $10,000 grant awarded annually to degree-
conferring institutions whose student enrollment is primarily comprised of students from 
underrepresented backgrounds. These grants have been given to numerous colleges and 
universities to help students to continue their studies. BSU was awarded the grant at The 
National Drifters, Inc. 63rd national Convention in August 2019.  As a result, Juniors/Seniors in 
the Department of Language, Literature, & Cultural Studies experiencing an emergency need 
for tuition assistance, housing assistance, course materials, meal planning, or transportation 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicservicescholars.umbc.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdbasena%40bowiestate.edu%7C3528ea830b1c42ef450f08dafb15f914%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C638098369104591971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NFcblSqLeNm9VVfMPaXXROo67%2FtvoxQ24vJAUZVhyAM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicservicescholars.umbc.edu%2Fapply-to-fellowships%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdbasena%40bowiestate.edu%7C3528ea830b1c42ef450f08dafb15f914%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C638098369104591971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4lbHrp6Nd3T8ztjjmw1F96Z5TgZBsXNn9nuIlKhvNI8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicservicescholars.umbc.edu%2Fapply-to-fellowships%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdbasena%40bowiestate.edu%7C3528ea830b1c42ef450f08dafb15f914%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C638098369104591971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4lbHrp6Nd3T8ztjjmw1F96Z5TgZBsXNn9nuIlKhvNI8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublicservicescholars.umbc.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdbasena%40bowiestate.edu%7C3528ea830b1c42ef450f08dafb15f914%7C94728e829ce44d9199c94adbe58ed910%7C0%7C1%7C638098369104591971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NFcblSqLeNm9VVfMPaXXROo67%2FtvoxQ24vJAUZVhyAM%3D&reserved=0


assistance are eligible to apply. Please Contact Professor Lane (alane@bowiestate.edu) or Dr. 
Basena (dbasena@bowiestate.edu) for an application form.     
    
10) SIGMA TAU DELTA     

    
Sigma Tau Delta welcomes new members.     
    
Membership Requirements:       
      
•Candidates for undergraduate membership must have completed a minimum of two college 
courses in English language or literature beyond the usual requirements in freshman English. 
The candidate must have a minimum of a B or equivalent average in English and in general 
scholarship and must have completed at least three semesters or five quarters of college course 
work. Candidates for undergraduate membership need not be majoring or minoring in the 
discipline of English.       
      
•Candidates for graduate membership who did not hold undergraduate membership must be 
enrolled in a graduate program in English or one of its specializations, have completed six 
semester hours of graduate work or the equivalent, and have a minimum grade point average 
of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale.     
      
•Lifetime Membership Fee: $80. $40 goes to the Nu Nu chapter, which will bestow you with 
Honor Cords and a Medallion at your Induction Ceremony that you can wear during graduation. 
The other $40 goes to Sigma Tau Delta’s national office, which will supply you with your Sigma 
Tau Delta society pin and certificate. LLCS can help pay for your membership fees.    
      
To learn more about Membership Benefits, please click 
here: http://english.org/members/benefits.shtml     
      
If you are interested in becoming a member, please e-mail hsierra@bowiestate.edu     
      
Newsletters are archived here: https://bowiestate.edu/academics/colleges/college-of-arts-and-
sciences/departments/language-literature-and-cultural-studies/newsletter.php 

 

Peace, 
Horacio Sierra, PhD 

Department Chair - Department of Language, Literature, & Cultural Studies 

Bowie State University - Maryland's First HBCU 
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