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1) STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 
 

English Major Joseph Vivens's poem “Where Did Judas Go?” published in the 
Maryland Bard’s Poetry Review 2023. 
 
 

English Major Kenedi Reed is Editor-In-Chief of Delude Magazine, which just 
celebrated the publication of its first issue in print and online. 
 
 

English Major Misa Gould will present her paper "The Exploration of Caribbean 
and African Diaspora in the Poetry of Olive Senior" at the British Commonwealth 
and Postcolonial Studies Conference alongside LLCS professor Dr. Kim Evelyn, who 
will present "Paradise/Not Paradise: The Indomitable Environment of Paule 
Marshall’s The Chosen Place, the Timeless People" at 4:00 pm this Friday, 
February 10. The conference will be held virtually via Zoom this year and 

https://www.deludemagazine.com/


members of the department are invited to attend for free. Register using this 
form to receive the conference program and Zoom meeting 
information: https://forms.gle/k7hCgUk4UmBrePfG8. 
  
2) ENGLISH MAJORS LUNCH: FEBRUARY 14 

  
Join your fellow English Majors on Tuesday, February 14, at 12:30 pm in MLK 253 
for a pizza-and-cookies lunch. This is a chance for you to hang out with your 
fellow majors, meet professors, and network. This is the perfect opportunity for 
you to plan activities for Sigma Tau Delta, start a book club, plan an Open Mic 
event, or join Raíces – BSU’s Latino Affinity Group.   
  
3) 10th ANNUAL READ-A-THON: FEBRUARY 21 

  
Join us for the 10th Annual BSU Black History Month Read-A-Thon on February 
21, 12:30-2:00 pm, in MLK 253 as we celebrate the power of language, public 
speaking, and oral storytelling. Sign up for a ten-minute slot wherein you can read 
from a literary work of your choice: a novel, a short story, a set of poems, song 
lyrics, a play, or your own creative work. In celebration of Black History Month, 
we strongly encourage that you read the work of a Black author from the US or 
abroad.   
  
Please be prepared to read or speak for approximately ten minutes. Participants 
will receive BSU swag courtesy of the Department of History & Government. 
  
Sign-up for a reading slot 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054fa9aa29aa8-10th#/ 

  
4) TEACH ENGLISH IN JAPAN PRESENTATION: FEBRUARY 28 

https://forms.gle/k7hCgUk4UmBrePfG8.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a054fa9aa29aa8-10th#/


  
Come learn about the JET Program, which provides recent graduates with a paid 
opportunity to teach English in Japan. We will speak with a representative from 
the Embassy of Japan and two alumni of the JET Program. Zoom 
link: https://bowiestate.zoom.us/j/99105260711 

 

5) SUBMIT YOUR WORK TO BSU’S TEN-MINUTE PLAY FESTIVAL 

  
Please submit an original ten-minute play that responds to the following: 
  
•     the play features characters who change/grow and realize a truth about 
themselves and/or the world 

•     the play explores a challenging idea 

https://bowiestate.zoom.us/j/99105260711


•     the play explores the theatrical imagination 

•     the play has three or fewer characters 

•     the play happens in one location 

 

6) FREE ACCESS TO MASTERCLASS 

 
The Thurgood Marshall College Fund (TMCF) today announced a partnership with 
MasterClass, the streaming platform where anyone can learn from the world’s 
best across a wide range of subjects, to provide free annual memberships to 
every student enrolled in a Historically Black College and University (HBCU). 
Through the partnership, students can sign up to receive access to 180+ classes 
and instructors across arts & entertainment, business, design & style, sports & 
gaming, writing and more. 
 

With a MasterClass membership, HBCU students will get unprecedented access to 
classes from notable instructors including Shonda Rhimes teaching writing for 
television, Nas teaching hip-hop storytelling and Elaine Welteroth teaching 
designing your career as well as classes that will empower social change such as 
Black History, Black Freedom, and Black Love. The platform also features notable 
HBCU alums including Rosalind Brewer and Jelani Cobb and advocates Dr. Cornel 
West, Spike Lee, Samuel L. Jackson and Nikole Hannah-Jones. The partnership is 
part of the company’s commitment to amplify diverse voices and inspire a new 
generation of thought leaders. 
 
 

Partnering with MasterClass aligns with TMCF’s mission, which ensures student 
success by promoting educational excellence and preparing the next generation 
of workforce talent through leadership development, which helps them 
strengthen their skills that prepare them for success upon graduation.  
 
 

Click here for more information: https://www.tmcf.org/events-media/tmcf-in-
the-media/the-thurgood-marshall-college-fund-partners-with-masterclass-to-
provide-free-annual-memberships-to-all-hbcu-students/ 

 

https://www.tmcf.org/events-media/tmcf-in-the-media/the-thurgood-marshall-college-fund-partners-with-masterclass-to-provide-free-annual-memberships-to-all-hbcu-students/
https://www.tmcf.org/events-media/tmcf-in-the-media/the-thurgood-marshall-college-fund-partners-with-masterclass-to-provide-free-annual-memberships-to-all-hbcu-students/
https://www.tmcf.org/events-media/tmcf-in-the-media/the-thurgood-marshall-college-fund-partners-with-masterclass-to-provide-free-annual-memberships-to-all-hbcu-students/


7) PRATT LIBRARY POETRY CONTEST 

  

  
8) PAID INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY: MPSSP   

  
The Maryland Public Service Scholars Program has a paid summer 2023 Internship 
opportunity for your students! The MPSS program is administered through the 



Shriver Center at UMBC. Each summer a cohort of students are selected to 
participate in the MPSS program. These fellowships provide students the 
opportunity to develop their skills, network, serve in the public service realm, and 
become better future leaders in Maryland’s public and social sectors.   
  
Here is the link to find out more information about the 2023 MPSS 
program: https://publicservicescholars.umbc.edu/apply-to-fellowships/ 

 

  
9) DRIFTERS EMERGENCY STUDENT GRANT   
    
The Drifters Emergency Student Grant is a $10,000 grant awarded annually to 
degree-conferring institutions whose student enrollment is primarily comprised of 
students from underrepresented backgrounds. These grants have been given to 
numerous colleges and universities to help students to continue their studies. BSU 
was awarded the grant at The National Drifters, Inc. 63rd national Convention in 
August 2019.  As a result, Juniors/Seniors in the Department of Language, 
Literature, & Cultural Studies experiencing an emergency need for tuition 
assistance, housing assistance, course materials, meal planning, or transportation 
assistance are eligible to apply. Please Contact Professor Lane 
(alane@bowiestate.edu) or Dr. Basena (dbasena@bowiestate.edu) for an 
application form.     
    
10) SIGMA TAU DELTA     

    
Sigma Tau Delta welcomes new members.     
    
Membership Requirements:       
      
•Candidates for undergraduate membership must have completed a minimum of 
two college courses in English language or literature beyond the usual 
requirements in freshman English. The candidate must have a minimum of a B or 
equivalent average in English and in general scholarship and must have 
completed at least three semesters or five quarters of college course work. 

https://publicservicescholars.umbc.edu/apply-to-fellowships/


Candidates for undergraduate membership need not be majoring or minoring in 
the discipline of English.       
      
•Candidates for graduate membership who did not hold undergraduate 
membership must be enrolled in a graduate program in English or one of its 
specializations, have completed six semester hours of graduate work or the 
equivalent, and have a minimum grade point average of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale.     
      
•Lifetime Membership Fee: $80. $40 goes to the Nu Nu chapter, which will 
bestow you with Honor Cords and a Medallion at your Induction Ceremony that 
you can wear during graduation. The other $40 goes to Sigma Tau Delta’s national 
office, which will supply you with your Sigma Tau Delta society pin and certificate. 
LLCS can help pay for your membership fees.   
      
To learn more about Membership Benefits, please click 
here: http://english.org/members/benefits.shtml     
      
If you are interested in becoming a member, please e-mail 
hsierra@bowiestate.edu     
 

http://english.org/members/benefits.shtml

