


• Even though (one part of the argument) is true, it still does not ...
• Though he/she/they make a good point, + your argument

Make sure that you complete the rebuttal by refuting the actual counterargument 
that you are using in this paragraph. Do not argue against a different 
counterargument, as there are usually several. Stick to the one-counterargument 
throughout the entire paragraph. If you want to address more than one counter
argument, then you will need to do so in separate paragraphs. Obviously, it helps 
to pick counterarguments that you can refute easily. 

Example 

Main Claim: Terminally ill patients have the right to end their own lives, and those who 
choose to help them should not be punished for doing so. 

1 Critics argue that the reason why some termin�lly ill patients wish·to commit 
suicide is nothing more than melancholia. Patients suffering terminal illness might tend to 
be negative, hopeless, and depressed. 2 In "When Patients Request Assistance with 
Suicide," Dr. Michael Maskin, an associa;e prpfessor of clinical psychiatry at Colµmbia
Presbyterian Medical Center in New York, argues that in many cases, dying patients' 
thinking.is simply occupied by negative reactions. to their critical condition (2). 3 In other 
words, most·ofthe reasons why terminally ill patients request doctors and/or loved ones 
to assist them in committing suicide might be caused by certain problems such as 

. hopelessness, because there is no effective treatment, anxiety over expensive medical 
bills, and regret for being a burden to their families (Maskin 2). 4 For this reason, 
opponents argue that the terminally ill patient needs psychotherapy, and that his wish to 
end his life should never be considered. 5 Though it is true that psychotherapy might help 
the terminally m pati.en:t confirm his -decision, and that it is not a medical do.ctor's job to 
help pafamts end their lives, it is, however, ultimately the patient's decision and his life to 
end. No person or law should prevent or punish loved ones who assist in that choice. 

adapted with revisions from Sourcework, by Heinle & Heinle, 2006. 
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