
 

 

Zainab Chaundry, Outreach Manager 

Council on American-Islamic Relations 

 Zainab Chaudry is also a Board 

Member of the Interfaith Action for Hu-

man Rights, and its liaison to Shoulder-to

-Shoulder - an interfaith campaign founded to counter anti-

Muslim bigotry in America.  

 She serves on the task force of Bilal Initiative, which was 

conceived to expand conversations within American Muslim 

communities on building a multiracial, multigenerational, and 

women-friendly society.  Zainab is the first Muslim appointed to 

the Maryland State Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission 

on Civil Rights. She is a Fellow of the American Muslim Civic 

Leadership Institute and graduated from the Maryland Public Pol-

icy Conflict Resolution Fellows Program at the University Of 

Maryland Carey School Of Law.   

Bowie State University 
Scholars Forum  

Sponsored by the College of Arts & Sciences 

United We Stand: 

Minorities and the 2016 Election 

October 26, 2016 

3:00-4:30, Student Union Ballroom 



T he Bowie State University Scholars Forums are 

a series of panel discussions on issues of contempo-

rary interest and enduring importance. Each forum 

offers  participants a platform in which to engage in 

an intellectual conversation. Our goal is to employ 

the heart of the university, the College of Arts & Sci-

ences, to create a safe space for scholarly inquiry 

that broadens our cultural horizons, whets our appe-

tite for research, and contributes to our quest for a 

just 

and 

Moderated by Dr. Horacio Sierra 

Assistant Professor of English 

 

“Cross Roads” Opening Poem  

By CeLilliane Green 

  

Special Thanks To 

Dr. George Acquaah 

Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences 

Kendra Brown, Policy Director 

Congressional Black Caucus 

 Kendra Brown currently serves as 

Policy Director of the Congressional Black 

Caucus.  She is a Former National Chair of 

the National Black Law Students Association 

and is a former Chair of the NBLSA Adviso-

ry Board. During her term as National Chair, 

NBLSA was active in election protection, leadership training and de-

velopment, academic planning, career development, and extensive 

advocacy efforts.   

 Kendra graduated from Hampton University with a B.A.  in 

Political Science with a minor in Business Management. She com-

pleted her Master of Divinity at Howard University Divinity School, 

and received her law degree from Vermont Law School. Additional-

ly, Kendra attended the George Washington University School of 

Law for her Master of Laws.  She is committed to community en-

gagement and empowerment as a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha So-

rority, Incorporated and The Links, Incorporated.  

Victor Ramirez, Maryland State Senator  

District 47, Prince George’s County 

 Victor Ramirez was elected as a Delegate to the Maryland 

House in 2003 and a Maryland State Senator 

in 2011. Victor has focused on issues such as 

reducing domestic violence, crime, gang ac-

tivity as well as increasing educational op-

portunities within our communities. He 

served as Deputy Majority Whip and was on 

both the Judiciary and Ways and Means 

Committees. He currently serves on the Sen-

ate Judicial Proceedings Committee, and is a 

member of the Maryland Educators Caucus 

and the Maryland Veterans Caucus. He was the lead sponsor of the 

Maryland DREAM Act.   

 He received his B.A. at Frostburg State University and his 

J.D. degree at St. Thomas University School of Law. He is a parish-

ioner at St. Ambrose Catholic Church in Cheverly, Maryland where 

he resides with his wife, Betsy, and their two children. 


