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T y r o n  J e s s i e  a  s e n i o r  S p o r t  M a n a g e m e n t  ( S P M )  s t u d e n t
s e r v i n g  a s  a n  E x e c u t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  J a p a n  G r i d i r o n
A s s o c i a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  r o l e ,  h e  s u p p o r t s  d a y - t o - d a y  o p e r a t i o n s
b y  a t t e n d i n g  g a m e s  f o r  c o v e r a g e ,  a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  a t h l e t e  d a t a
a n d  r e c r u i t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  h e l p i n g  m a n a g e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
a n d  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,  m a r k e t i n g ,  a n d  o u t r e a c h .
H e  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l
s u p p o r t  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p .

T h r o u g h  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  T y r o n  h a s  g a i n e d  h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e
c o v e r i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  f o o t b a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t s — t r a v e l i n g  t o
X F L  g a m e s  t o  s p o t l i g h t  a  p l a y e r  r e t u r n i n g  a f t e r  a  s e r i o u s  b a t t l e
w i t h  b l o o d  c l o t s ,  c o v e r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  g a m e s ,  a n d  c a p t u r i n g  7 -
o n - 7  d r i l l s  a n d  w o r k o u t s .  H e  h a s  a l s o  h e l p e d  p r e p a r e  f o r  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s h o w c a s e  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  E S P N ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
C i n c i n n a t i ,  a n d  P y l o n  7 v 7 ,  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  t e a m s  f r o m  J a p a n ,
K o r e a ,  C h i n a ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  1 2  t e a m s  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
O n e  s t a n d o u t  m o m e n t  w a s  h e l p i n g  g e n e r a t e  s u p p o r t  f r o m
J a m a a l  W i l l i a m s ,  w h i c h  T y r o n  s a w  a s  a  m e a n i n g f u l  b o o s t  f o r
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  m i s s i o n .
 

T y r o n  J e s s i e



W h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  h i s  f a v o r i t e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  T y r o n  s h a r e d :  “ b e i n g
a r o u n d  t h e  y o u t h ,  y o u  c a n  f e e l  t h a t  w e  m a k i n g  a n  i m p a c t …  t h e
j a p a n e s e  y o u t h  s e e m  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  m o r e …  c u l t u r e  r e s p e c t  &
v a l u e s . ”  H i s  m o t i v a t i o n  i s  d e e p l y  p e r s o n a l — “ g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e
r e c r u i t i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d  n o t  h a v i n g  a l l  t h e  t o o l s  a v a i l a b l e  &  j u s t
n e e d i n g  g u i d a n c e …  y o u  d o n ’ t  u n d e r s t a n d  a  l o t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c k i n g …
e s p e c i a l l y  n o w  w i t h  N I L . ”  T h e  b i g g e s t  c h a l l e n g e  h a s  b e e n  t h e
l a n g u a g e  b a r r i e r :  “ i t  d e f i n i t e l y  g o t  f r u s t r a t i n g  t y p i n g  &  t r a n s l a t i n g
s t u f f  b u t  a y e  g o t t a  d o  w h a t  y o u  g o t t a  d o . ”  L o n g  t e r m ,  h e  s e e s  t h i s
a s  a  r e a l  c a r e e r  p a t h  b e c a u s e  “ f o o t b a l l  i s  e x p a n d i n g …  n o w  i t
g o i n g  g l o b a l , ”  a n d  h e  l e a v e s  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s  a t  B o w i e  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  t h i s  a d v i c e :  “ d o n ’ t  b o x  y o u r s e l f  i n …  i f  y o u  s e e k
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  y o u  w i l l  c o m e  a c r o s s  t h e m .  B E  B O L D  &  G O
B U L L D O G S ! ”
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S T U D E N T  H I G H L I G H T
C O N T I N U E D



M s .  H a n k i n s  s e r v e s  a s  a n  A c a d e m i c  A d v i s o r  a n d  T r a n s f e r
C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a t  B o w i e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,
w h e r e  s h e  e n j o y s  h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  m a k e  s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c
j o u r n e y s  a n d  s t a y  o n  t r a c k  t o w a r d  t h e i r  g o a l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o
a d v i s i n g ,  s h e  t e a c h e s  f r e s h m a n  s e m i n a r  c o u r s e s  a n d  v a l u e s
b u i l d i n g  g e n u i n e  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t r a n s f e r ,  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n ,  a n d
m i l i t a r y - a f f i l i a t e d  s t u d e n t s .  

A s  p a r t  o f  h e r  a d v i s i n g  d u t i e s ,  s h e  a d v i s e s  f r e s h m e n  a n d  t r a n s f e r
S p o r t  M a n a g e m e n t  m a j o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  E l e m e n t a r y  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d
E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d / S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  m a j o r s .

A s  a  p r o u d  H B C U  g r a d u a t e  a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  M s .
H a n k i n s  i s  d e e p l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  l e g a c y ,  a c c e s s ,  a n d
s t u d e n t - c e n t e r e d  m i s s i o n  o f  H B C U s  t h r o u g h  h e r  d a i l y  w o r k  a n d
m e n t o r s h i p .  M s .  H a n k i n s  i s  a n  e n c o u r a g i n g  s p i r i t ,  a n d  h a d  a  t r u e
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  w e l l n e s s  a n d  b a l a n c e ,  s h e  b e l i e v e s  n o  q u e s t i o n  i s
t o o  s m a l l  a n d  n o  s t u d e n t  s h o u l d  f e e l  l i k e  t h e y  h a v e  t o  f i g u r e  t h i n g s
o u t  a l o n e .  M s .  H a n k i n s  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p u r s u i n g  h e r  P h D  i n  H i g h e r
E d u c a t i o n  L e a d e r s h i p  a t  M o r g a n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  f o c u s i n g  o n
b e l o n g i n g ,  a c c e s s ,  a n d  s t u d e n t  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s .

J O N T A E  H A N K I N S
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 S T A F F
H I G H L I G H T  

A C A D E M I C  A D V I S O R  F O R  T H E
C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C A T I O N



 A C C O M P L I S H E D
A L U M N I  

W i l l i a m  S y k e s
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F o u n d e r ,  R e l i a n c e  S p o r t s
2 0 1 8  B S U  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s

G r a d u a t e

William Sykes is a born native of Baltimore, MD; receiving his undergraduate
education at Bowie State University, receiving his Bachelors in Public Relations in 2018. 

Following his graduation, William had ambitions of pursuing a career in law,
particularly as a Defense Attorney. However, in 2019, William pivoted from a career in
law to one in sports, stating that a career in sports would provide a balance of
business and pleasure. 

William would then secure multiple internships within the sports industry; as well as
attending the University of Kansas in 2020, where he gained his Masters in Sports
Management in 2022 and became a NBPA Certified Agent in the process. 

Additionally in 2020, William founded Reliance Sports, a family owned sports agency,
which is home to 25 collegiate & professional athletes across basketball and football,
proving a family first mentality and a multitude of services to assist clients in every
facet of their careers.
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O u r  S p o r t  M a n a g e m e n t  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  F r e s h m e n
S e m i n a r  c l a s s  p r e s n t e d  t o  S p o r t  I n d u s t r y  P r o f e s s i o n a l s
i n  t h e  E n t r e n e u r s h i p  I n n o v a y i o n  C e n t e r  a t  B S U .

E N G A G I N G  W I T H  E X P E R T S :
S P O R T  F R A N C H I S E  P I T C H  



T h e  S p o r t  M a n a g e m e n t  P r o g r a m  h o s t e d  i t ’ s  S e c o n d  A n n u a l
C a r e e r  E x p o  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 2 5  i n  t h e  J a m e s  E .
P r o c t o r  b u i l d i n g .  G u e s t  f r o m  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  c o m p a n i e s
w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  i n c l u d i n g  D C  D e f e n d e r s  ( U F L ) ,
B a l t i m o r e  O r i o l e s ,  W a s h i n g t o n  C o m m a n d e r s ,  N i k e ,
K i d s t r o n g ,  a n d  m a n y  m o r e .
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E N G A G I N G  W I T H  E X P E R T S :
2  A N N U A L  C A R E E R  E X P On d
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E N G A G I N G  W I T H  E X P E R T S :
2  A N N U A L  C A R E E R  E X P On d
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T h e  h o s t  f o r  o u r  e v e n t  w a s  C a n d i  W a l l e r
( C W a l l ®  S p o r t s  &  E n t e r t a i n m e n t )   O t h e r
g u e s t  s p e a k e r s  i n c l u d e d  K a s s a n d r a
R a m s e y  ( T h e  L a w  O f f i c e  o f  K a s s a n d r a
R a m s e y ) ,  A p r i l  T a y l o r  ( S V E  F i r m ) ,
T h o m a s i n a  P e r k i n s  ( C a p i t o l  P u b l i c
R e l a t i o n s ) ,  D e s t i n y  J a c k s o n  ( F i l m m a k e r ,
P h o t o g r a p h e r ,  a n d  V i d e o g r a p h e r ) ,  a n d
K e l s e y  N e l s o n  ( A w a r d - w i n n i n g  S p o r t  M e d i a
P e r s o n a l i t y ) .

E N G A G I N G  W I T H  E X P E R T S :
3  A N N U A L  W O M E N  I N
S P O R T S  S Y M P O S I U M

r d
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M r .  J u l i u s  G r a n t ,  S e n i o r  V . P .  f o r  V a n  W a g n e r   S p o r t s
a n d  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  c o m p a n y .  M r .  G r a n t  c o l l a b o r a t e s
w i t h  t h e  C I A A  f o r  t h e  M e n ’ s  a n d  W o m e n ’ s  b a s k e t b a l l
t o u r n a m e n t  a n d  F a n  E x p e r i e n c e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  F a n F e s t .

D r .  P o r c h e  G r a n t ,  a  f o r m e r  B i g  E a s t  &  P r o f e s s i o n a l
B a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r .  S h e  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r  w i t h  a
b a c k g r o u n d  i n  s a l e s ,  t r a i n i n g ,  &  f a c i l i t a t i o n .  P o r c h e  i s
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  S h e  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  t h e
P a r t n e r s h i p  &  S p o n s o r s h i p  C h a i r  o f  t h e  D C  C h a p t e r  o f
W o m e n  i n  S p o r t s  a n d  E v e n t s  ( W I S E ) .

E N G A G I N G  W I T H  E X P E R T S :  J u l i u s
G r a n t  &  D r .  P o r c h e  G r a n t  



F A L L  2 0 2 5  S P O R T  M A N A G E M E N T  I N T E R N S  
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Aaron Baker 
Concentration: Management 
Bowie State University Athletic Dept.

Da-Von White Jr.
Concentration: Broadcast
Journalism 
Bowie State University Athletic Dept.

KJayla Hill 
Concentration: General Business
CCBC-Essex Athletic Dept.

Brandon Scott
Concentration: General Business 
Owings Mills High School Athletic
Dept.

Kelvin Franco
Concentration: Management
Washington Commanders

Tyron Jessie
Concentration: General Business
Japan Gridiron Association

Akshay Thaper
Concentration: General Business
A1 limo and Tours

Cameron Williams Jr. 
Concentration: General Business
Sawinc.org

Jahmir Moore
Concentration: Management
Bowie State University
Athletic Dept

Brent Thompson
Concentration: General Business 
Special Olympics Maryland

Katriece Hairston 
Concentration: Management
University of Memphis Athletic Dept.



F a l l  2 0 2 5  S P O R T  M A N A G E M E N T
B A C H E L O R S  O F  S C I E N C E  G R A D U A T E S  
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A a r o n  B a k e r
R e g i n a l d  B l a c k
K h y r e i  C l a n t o n

D e v i n  F e l d e r
K e l v i n  F r a n c o

K a t r i e c e  H a i r s t o n
J a y l a  H i l l

P a y t o n  L o v e
E d w a r d  M c N e i l
J a h m i r  M o o r e
E l i j a h  O g i a t a

A n i y a h  P e t t a w a y
B r a n d o n  S c o t t

D a - V o n  W h i t e  J r .
R u m a r  W i l l i a m s

C a m e r o n  W i l l i a m s  J r .
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