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PRESIDENT, BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY

Aminta H. Breaux Ph.D. has served as the visionary 10th president of  
Bowie State University since July 2017, bringing more than 35 years 
of diverse higher education leadership experience to the position. As 
president, she is committed to ensuring that every student at Bowie State 
University develops an entrepreneurial mindset to achieve success in 
the rapidly changing workplace and communities. Dr. Breaux initiated 
a university-wide focus to infuse entrepreneurship education across 
the disciplines which led to the opening of an Entrepreneurship Living 
Learning Community in fall 2021. She is dedicated to building on the 
legacy and rich history of Maryland’s oldest historically Black university 
with a strategic focus on ensuring the long-term viability of the institution. 

Dr. Breaux is a leading voice in 21st century education, and because of 
her extensive knowledge and expertise, she has been tapped to serve in 
multiple leadership roles. She was appointed to the President’s Board of 
Advisors on Historically Black Colleges and Universities and the Governor 
Moore’s Service Year Advisory Board. She is past chair for the Board of 

Directors for the Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association and serves as the chair for the USM Council  
of University System Presidents. 

She has also been recognized with the Educator of the Year Award from the National Council of Negro 
Women. She received the Trailblazer Award from the Bowie Business Innovation Center, the business 
accelerator located at Bowie State, in conjunction with Capital One, and the Capital City Chapter Links Inc. 
Leadership Award, the 2025 Visit Baltimore Charm City Champion Award, the 2026 Maryland Daily Record 
Circle of Excellence, recipient of the 2026 Maryland Daily Record’s MD500 List, and the 2026 Torchbearer in 
Education Award from the Southern Maryland Chapter of the Links, Incorporated. 

Throughout her career, Dr. Breaux has demonstrated a passion for ensuring student development and success. 
Prior to joining Bowie State, Dr. Breaux served as vice president for advancement for Millersville University, 
where she oversaw fundraising, alumni engagement, event management, and external relations. Before that, 
she was vice president for student affairs at Millersville University. 

She holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Temple University, a master’s degree in psychological 
services in education from the University of Pennsylvania, and a doctorate in counseling psychology from 
Temple University. She is also a graduate of the Harvard Institute for Executive Management and the American 
Association for State Colleges and Universities Millennium Leadership Institute. 

Dr. Breaux and her husband, Melvin — a former partner of Drinker Biddle & Reath – have three daughters  
and four grandchildren. 

AMINTA H. BREAUX, Ph.D.
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Dr. Michael Eric Dyson is a renowned scholar, author and activist and 
one of the nation’s most influential voices on culture, race, religion and 
politics. At Vanderbilt University, he currently serves as a distinguished 
university professor of African American and diaspora studies in the 
College of Arts & Science, a distinguished university professor of ethics 
and society in the Divinity School, and NEH Centennial chair. Over 
the course of his career, he has taught at leading institutions including 
Brown University, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
Columbia University, DePaul University, the University of Pennsylvania 
and Georgetown University. 

An award-winning author of more than 25 books, Dr. Dyson has written 
extensively on African American culture and leadership, with seven titles 
reaching The New York Times bestseller list. His honors include the 
2020 Langston Hughes Medal, American Book Award, Southern Book 
Award and two NAACP Image Awards for nonfiction. 

Dr. Dyson’s work explores the intersections of history, faith, social justice and popular culture. His best-selling 
books examine such figures as Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, Tupac Shakur, Marvin Gaye and Barack 
Obama. His writing is praised for combining rigorous scholarship with moral clarity and cultural insight. 

In addition to his academic career, Dr. Dyson is an ordained minister and a nationally recognized media 
commentator. He has appeared on major radio and television programs such as NPR, Good Morning America 
and CNN and has served as a political analyst for MSNBC and columnist for the Chicago Sun-Times. 

A native of Detroit, Michigan, Dr. Dyson graduated magna cum laude from Carson-Newman College with a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy. He earned a Ph.D. in religion from Princeton University. 

DR. MICHAEL ERIC DYSON
PROFESSOR, WRITER AND LECTURER
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REGENT, UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF MARYLAND

YVETTE LEWIS

Yvette Lewis is a lifelong grassroots activist with a proven record as a 
Democratic leader, having been an organizer and a prolific fundraiser 
for the Maryland Democratic Party. She is a passionate believer in the 
power of learning and inclusive participation and has dedicated her 
work to creating opportunities for others to engage, lead and grow. 

Lewis was first elected chair of the Maryland Democratic Party in 2011 
and became the second African American woman to serve in the post. 
In her first stint, she raised more than $7 million, ran two statewide 
coordinated campaigns and pushed to elevate and institutionalize  
the party’s Diversity Leadership Councils. 

In 2012, she successfully executed Maryland’s delegate selection plan, 
leading to the election of the most diverse convention delegation in 
state history. She planned and organized all state party events at the 
national convention, which encompassed 15 events for more than  
300 attendees over a five-day period. 

On the national stage, during her first tenure as chair, Lewis was elected secretary of the National Association 
of State Democratic Chairs and served on the board of the ASDC Voter Co-Op, investing in the voter file 
program for all state parties. She was the recipient of the first Geneva Jones Award for service and leadership. 

In 2019, Lewis was re-elected chair of the Maryland Democratic Party. During her second term, she led the 
party in a historic state election that included a victory for the first Democratic governor in eight years and the 
first Black governor in state history, the first immigrant lieutenant governor, the first female comptroller and the 
first Black attorney general. 

While navigating the challenges of a global pandemic, Lewis ran two coordinated campaigns, executed a second 
delegate selection plan for a national convention and planned and executed a virtual national convention for 
125 delegates with appearances by high-level elected officials including former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
Congressman Jim Clyburn and Congressman Hakeem Jeffries. Lewis raised $10 million during her return, 
increasing her total over two terms to more than $17 million. 

On the national stage, Lewis was elected unanimously to be the Eastern Caucus female representative on the 
DNC Executive Committee. She serves as ASDC chair emeritus and chair of the ASDC Voter Education and 
Engagement Standing Committee. She is also a member of the DNC Rules and Bylaws Standing Committee. 

As an educator, Lewis created SO THIS IS OPERA, an interactive artist-in-residence program that has helped 
thousands of students in eight East Coast states develop a deeper appreciation for opera, earning her the 
nickname “The Opera Lady.” She also writes award-winning children’s music, including operas featured  
on Spotify, and earned a Parent’s Choice Award for So This Is Opera presents “The Bully Goats Gruff and  
The Little Red Hen.” 
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ALMA MATER
CHARLOTTE B. ROBINSON

There’s a spot in my heart that never grows cold,

There’s a place in my memory that never grows old.

There’s a prayer on my lips that I’ll ever be true

To God and my country,

To Bowie State, my school.

(REFRAIN)

Oh, Bowie State, dear Bowie State

May you forever be, the flame of faith,

The torch of truth,

To guide the steps of youth.

There’s a song in my heart that I’ll ever sing

Of the beauties of Bowie State that each season brings.

There’s a pledge in my heart that I’ll ever keep true

To uphold the standards of Bowie State, my school.

(REFRAIN)

Oh, Bowie State, dear Bowie State

May you forever be, the flame of faith,

The torch of truth,

To guide the steps of youth.

LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING
JAMES WELDON JOHNSON

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on till victory is won.

MUSIC
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AMINTA H. BREAUX, Ph.D.
President, Bowie State University, Presiding

THE ORDER OF EXERCISES

ACADEMIC PROCESSIONAL


POSTING OF THE COLORS
BSU Reserve Officers' Training Corps

LTC Roger Dominique, U.S. Army, Department Chair, Military Science


“THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER”
by Francis Scott Key

Arranged by Mark Hayes
Bowie State University Choir and Team Putte Choir of Sweden  

 Brandon Felder, Director, Bowie State University Choir
Putte Nelsson, Director, Team Putte Choir of Sweden



“LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING”
by James Weldon Johnson and J. Rosamond Johnson 

Bowie State University Choir and Team Putte Choir of Sweden  

 Brandon Felder and Putte Nelsson, Directors


MOMENT OF REFLECTION
Dr. Barbara Smith

University Grand Marshal and Mace Bearer 


LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Aminta H. Breaux, Ph.D.



SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 
Karen J. Shaheed, Esq.

Executive Vice President, General Counsel & Chief of Staff


OPENING REMARKS AND CHARGES TO THE GRADUATES
Aminta H. Breaux, Ph.D.



GREETINGS
Yvette Lewis 

Regent, University System of Maryland

Taniya Bannister 
President, Senior Class

Jeannine Mtui 
Representative, Graduate Student Association  



VIDEO CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2026
Wes Moore

Governor of Maryland
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THE ORDER OF EXERCISES

“WHEN I THINK” 
Bowie State University Choir and Team Putte Choir of Sweden  

  Brandon Felder and Putte Nelsson, Directors


INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER
Aminta H. Breaux, Ph.D.



COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
Dr. Michael Eric Dyson 

Distinguished Scholar, Bestselling Author and Renowned Social Critic 
Professor of African American & Diaspora Studies, Vanderbilt University 



PRESENTATION OF THE TOKEN OF APPRECIATION 
Aminta H. Breaux, Ph.D.



“JUNGSTAPOSED” 
Bowie State University Symphonic Band 

Billy Bennett, Director of University Bands 


RECOGNITION OF HONOR GRADUATES

Dr. Guy-Alain Amoussou
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs



CONFERRING OF DEGREES

Dr. Guy-Alain Amoussou


PRESENTATION OF GRADUATES

Dr. Ofosuwa Abiola, Dean, Graduate School 

Dr. Steven Damo, Dean, College of Arts & Sciences 

Dr. Mohamed Djerdjouri, Dean, College of Business 

Dr. Rhonda Jeter, Dean, College of Education 

Dr. Cheryl Blackman, Dean, College of Professional Studies 


ALUMNI WELCOME  

Dr. Stephanie Overton Stanard 

President, National Alumni Association 


ALMA MATER 
Bowie State University Choir and Team Putte Choir of Sweden  

  Brandon Felder and Putte Nelsson, Directors


RETIRING OF THE COLORS
Bowie State University Army Reserve Officers Training Corps

LTC Roger Dominique


ACADEMIC RECESSIONAL 
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THE GRADUATE PROGRAM

Doctor of Science in Computer Science 

Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership

Master of Arts

Master of Arts in Teaching

Master of Business Administration

Master of Education

Master of Public Administration

Master of Science

Master of Science in Nursing

THE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Science

The list of candidates for graduation was prepared within the time limits imposed for printing of the 
program. Therefore, the list of names is not conclusive. Only those candidates who have met all 
graduation requirements will be granted a degree.

DEGREES CONFERRED
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THE GRADUATE PROGRAM

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

DOCTOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

Temilade Ayo Aladeokin
"Foster Local Economic Resilience 

Throught Community Wealth Building 

Universities as Anchor Institutions"

Dalal Alolayan
"Women's Leadership and Its 

Relationship to Administrative 

Innovation in a Public University  

in Saudi Arabia"

Alonzo Bailey
"Exploring Black Male Students Access 

to Dual Enrollment to Become  

College and Career Ready"

Mark Anthony Berry Jr.
"Black Male Resilience:  

Examining Barriers Influencing the 

Enrollment, Persistence, Progression, 

and Completion of Black Male Students  

at a Rural Community College  

in a Mid-Atlantic State"

Andrea Burrell
"A Large, Diverse School District’s 

Commitment to Inclusion: Staff 

Perceptions of an Equity-Focused 

Professional Development Initiative 

Supporting Students with Disabilities"

Sheree Price Coleman
"Dismantling Systemic Barriers:  

The Influence of Principal-School 

Counselor Collaboration on Culturally 

Responsive School Environments"

Clyde Doughty, Jr.
(Posthumous) 

“The Impact of Enslavement, 

Education, Segregation,  

and Desegregation on the  

Central Intercollegiate Athletic 

Association (CIAA) and the  

African American Athlete."

Ronald Drummond
"A Mixed Methods Approach to 

Investigate the Impact of Mentorship 

and a Supportive Community on the 

Self-Efficacy of Novice Black Male 

Elementary Teachers"

Desiree Monique Early
The Influence of Teacher Prepration 

Programs for Alternatively Certified 

Teachers In K-12 Schools  

In a  Mid-Atlantic State:  

A Phenomenological Study From  

the Perspective of Teachers  

and Administrators"

Laura Elizabeth Edwards
"An Investigation of School Counselor 

Ratios and Their Impact on  

Student–School Counselor 

Relationships in Pennsylvania"

Mary Catherine Hart
"Unpacking Implicit Bias in the 

Classroom: A Dyadic Observation of 

Teacher Perceptions and Racialized 

Student Interactions"

Leah C. Hilliard
"Secondary Students’ Engagement  

in Online Learning:  

Students’ Perspectives" 

Naima Khalilah Hopkins-Vinson
"A Critical Discourse Analysis of the 

Social Skills Goals of Students with 

Emotional and Behavioral Disorders 

Through the Lens of Transformative 

Social Emotional Learning"

Edward David Jauss
"The Impact of Implementing 

Restorative Practices on an Urban 

School District in a Mid-Atlantic State: 

Students’ Attendance, Academic 

Achievement, Discipline, and Students’ 

Sense of Belonging Based on 

Quantitative School Data Post-Covid 19"

Lora Susan Johnson
"Exploring the Relationship Between 

Principal Leadership, Collective 

Teacher Efficacy, and Retention of 

Special Education Teachers"

Renee Diane Jones
"Elementary General Education 

Teachers’ Perception of Knowledge  

and Preparedness for Teaching 

Students with Disabilities in  

Inclusive Classrooms"

Yao Houkpati
"Multi-class Novelty Adaptation  

Using Acoustic Data"

Srinivasa Kranthi Kiran Kolachina
"Hybrid Features Fusion and  

Ensemble Learning for  

Cross-Dataset Generalization  

in Skin Cancer Detection"

Ndolo Florence Uchenna
"Application of Machine Learning-NLP 

Approach with Fully Homomorphic 

Encryption Techniques in  

Medical PII Data"
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THE GRADUATE PROGRAM

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Heather Elizabeth Kafele
"Does Receiving Direct Services  

from a Speech-Language Pathologist 

Impact the Performance of  

Students with Dyslexia on State  

Reading Assessments?" 

Debra Denise Lee
"Navigating Educational Disparities:  

The Impact of Parental Support 

and Access to Technology on Black 

Middle School Students’ Academic 

Performance in Math and Science 

During COVID-19 in Maryland, USA"

Melissa Beth Lichter
"An Investigation of Practices  

That Improve Retention of Special 

Education Teachers in a  

Mid-Atlantic School District"  

Amelia Ross Markosian
"Educators Leveraging Learning 

Management Systems to Engage  

Gen Z and Gen Alpha by Incorporating 

Targeted Learning Preferences"

Brandy Lee McDonald-Nestor
"Culture Wars on the Schoolhouse 

Steps: An Exploration of the Impact  

of Digital Aggression on K-12  

School Leaders"

Toyen Antoinette Montgomery
"Self-Efficacy Among K-8 Special 

Education Educators: Examining 

Differences by Program Type and 

Caseload Size in High-Demand 

Educational Settings"

Nikia E. Nickerson
"Teacher Perspectives on Innovative 

Strategies to Promote Literacy in Reading 

Instruction Among Third to Fifth Grade 

African American Males in a Large School 

District in a Mid-Atlantic State"

Michelle Elise Phillips
"Where Are They? Recruiting and 

Retaining Teachers of Color in a State 

in a Rural Mid-Atlantic 

Sharonda Lynnette Scott
"Are Teachers in Crisis? Examining  

the Impact of Job Demands and 

Burnout on the Well-Being and 

Attrition of Special Educators  

in a Mid-Atlantic State" 

Diedra A. Smalls-Screws
"High School Teachers Perspectives 

on Professional Development and the 

Impact on Teacher Performance  

in an Urban School District"

Monica Rea Taliani
"A Quantitative Study on Perceptions of 

School District Communications"

Melissa Kathleen Maenner Walters
"Bridging Preferences and Practice: 

Rural Secondary ELA Teachers’ 

and Special Education Teachers’ 

Perceptions of Implementing Choice 

Through Students Reading Preferences 

in Mid-Atlantic State-Approved HQIM"

Sandi Williams
"Empowering School Leaders: 

Exploring Transformative Learning 

Through Partnerships with  

Community Museums"
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THE GRADUATE PROGRAM

COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
IN APPLIED BIOTECHNOLOGY  
& MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

Comfort Y. Adegboye

Jeremy Brandon Dorsey

Mariam Zainab Koroma

Aminata Marie Mansaray

Cherita Marie Powers

Subhechha Rijal

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

Syed Fraz Ali

Nimi Kenanagha

Emmanuel A. Olayemi

Jude Antwi Osafo

Sean Wright

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN ENGLISH

Jaleah Jenai Dortch

Rachel Octavia Keeys

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN INTERNET OF THINGS & 
INTERNET TECHNOLOGIES

Ar'Shaun Malcolm De'Ron Moore

MASTER OF ARTS 
IN MATHEMATICS

Marc A. Jenkins

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN ORGANIZATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS

Jared Michael Achuff

Camilla Fatimetou Ahmed

Abdullah Oudah Alahmari

Saleh Abdulaziz Alhawas

Saad Saeed Almideth

Yaser Ali Alshamrani

Carolyn Perry Alston

Andrew Lewis Brown

Aubree T. Ellison

Ronrico Dwshuna Faniel

Albanie Damowah Lloyd

Brooke McKenzie Shelton-Epps

Valeria E. Smyth

Troy Jerome Spencer

Theodoric Madison Weston

MASTER OF BUSINESS  
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Jade Teresa Ford

Alie Mohamed Kabia

Danielle Arionna Lowe-Better

Stanley Daniel Mondestin

Paola S. Montepeque

Dakharai Xavier Murray

Justin Ikechukwu Nwosu

Marissa M. Rice

Kenan B. Willis

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN HUMAN RESOURCE  
DEVELOPMENT

Emmanuel Boateng Adams

Ayanna Monique Lee Jones

Janae McDowell

Jeannine Djaris Mtui

Catera De'Shay Ruth

Jahlove Amir Shakur

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN INFORMATION  
SYSTEMS & SCIENCES

Belema Abi-Kalio

Adedamola Adekanmi

Adedotun Okeowo Ademowo

Precious Aderonke Adeyinka

Olawuyi Olufadejimi Afolabi

Akinwande Akinlaja

Gilbert Kwabena Asiedu-Addo

Sophia Awartey

Ireoluwa David Ayo Sonubi

Kwabena Kwakye Boateng

Amanda Faye Burroughs

Daniel Chimereze Emeruem

Torrienne Alysa Emery

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
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MASTER OF ARTS  
IN COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY

Jasmine Nicole Blair

David William Cloutier

Ayanna R. Coleman

Nathaniel Andrew Dalgetty

Jate Joyce Harrington

David Stanley Hoke

Kaiya Ayana Husband

Noelani C. Ingles

Lena T. Le-Martinez

Ophelia Estelle Lewis

Aerec Rayez Orange

Kiera Margerie Parham Brothers

Matthew Edward Douglas Pinkney

Marselas Bruce Pope

Meera Janaki Raja

Brittany Carol Scott

Sheliese Crystal Smith

Haddy Tambadou

Jayln T. Toatley

MASTER OF EDUCATION 
IN CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE  
LEADERSHIP

Kisairy A. Vasquez

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN MENTAL HEALTH  
COUNSELING

Tyler Joan Noel Anderson

Romuladus Emeka Azuine

Deja D. Brockett

Justice Michaela Claiborne

Nathan Gerard Fincher

Caleb James Floyd

Isaiah E. Ford

De'jon Andre Galloway

Yohannes Hailu Girma

Charnita Jefferies

Kayla Alexis Jones

Nala Jahara Lovett

Simonica Rodrigues Mendes

Elijah Daniel Prince

Quinten Monroe Randolph

Tracee M. Rhodes

Allison Gabriela Sierra

Khelli Jaylen Sinkfield Scarbor

Karley Aleyah Thomas

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN READING EDUCATION

Ashley Morgan Addington

Anaiyah K. Boone Douglas

Kaela A. Clark

Kelsey Elizabeth Farrell

Dominique Tonaya Akiera Fuller

Nunutzi Trujillo Harlow

Laura Ann Kidd

Crystal Lopez

Elizabeth Diane Macaluso

Angela Robinson McNellage

Melissa Sue Naidoo

Emma Joy Pracher

Angelina Rangel

Sofia Sabrina Ruiz-Argueta

Kristen Joy Speights

Ruth Anna White

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN INFORMATION  
SYSTEMS & SCIENCES
CONTINUED

Naomi A. English

Khalfani Wade Hargrow

Jennifer Favour Kalu

Sriraghav Koppula

Princess Jelilat Adeyanju Lawal

Ashleigh Mosley

Chukwudi Chukwunonyerem Nwaolu

Ifeoluwa Benjamin Olukanni

Adeola Olufunmilola Oshiyemi

Naomi Owiredu

Kishan Pachhai

Mouhamadou Moustapha Thiam

Juliana Twum Ampofoah

Victory Ubogu

Enrique Ricardo Wallace

MASTER OF  
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Janeen Patrice Brown

Mary Isokpe Nebongo

Nijah Danea Williams

Lisa Wood
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COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING

Patrice Renee Scott

Allie Timbo

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN SCHOOL COUNSELING

Tea Sharae Candi Caines

Malik J. Clarke

Michael Vincent Davis

Eden Lorraine Gregory

Tatiana Hyman

Alexandra Carolina Velasquez

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY

Tara Beers

Keanna Kayla Brown

Sagirah Elliottay Brown

Haley Elizabeth Downin

Imani Ivory Harvey

Destiny Shanbria Ingram

Sasha M. Solomon

Cameran Aaliyah Thompson

Nneka Asha Truss

Nogaye Khady Natasha Wade

Shayla Ann Williams

MASTER OF EDUCATION 
IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

Fatima O. Bello

Gexi E. Chavez-bonilla

Aliyah Simone Farnum

Stefanie Robin Moellmann

Jessica Lorena Olfus

Honie Lee Simpson

Adrian Turner

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN TEACHING

Casee Bryan

Jasmine Marie Daniels

Makala Denise Hebert

Tiffaney Randle

Summer Kai Thomas
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LATIN HONORS
Summa Cum Laude 3.85 – 4.00 Magna Cum Laude 3.65 – 3.84 Cum Laude 3.50 – 3.64

This list of Honors and Recognition compiled as of May 7, 2026.

Daniel O. Adebayo
Aanuoluwapo Precious Adewole
David Christopher Atwell
Mikala Shurice Barber
Trever D. Batson
Makayla D. Beasley
Sukyah J'Nyl Booker
Jacob Xristos Bouloubassis
Naja Ayan Brooks
Nicole Lavern Brown
Daniel L. Byrd
Lundyn M. Campbell-Rhodes
Senai Kalie Carr
Dhane Trinity Chapman
Kamalcris J. Cottrell
Deasia Lavern Craig
Tanisha Annmarie  
   Degreaffenreidte
Sage M. Despeignes

Perrin Guerda Despeignes
Daoshia Lateshia Dorsey
Rashawnda Nicole Ellis
Genesis D. Escamilla
Franklyn Chinemere Eze
Ashtyn Marie Finney
Keri Lynn Frey
Anntoneo Alasante Haughton
Sean Ricardo Henderson
Nyela Sakari Hendrix
Ingris Marisol Hernandez  
   Quintanilla
Titorian Huggins
Janice Adwoa Incoom
Saniya Sherelle Isaac
Ibrahim S. Jalloh
Jnya Dhane Johnson
Nailah Dhani Killingsworth
Ariel Rene Lardizabal

Jasmine Nichole Latimer
Eboni Joi Lipscomb
Jada A. Long
Erika Kiana Nicole Massey
Jordyn Ashanti May
Kelly S. Mbuk
Chauncey Amiri McGhee Jr.
Destiny J. Miles
Da'Nia Jonice Minor
Akema N. Mitchell
Fa'Dazia Inderiah Montgomery
Jalayah Tanearah Muhammad
Elijah John Newman
Abimbola Oluwayomi Olubode
Brooklyn Lakaia Owens
Henrietta Owusu
Kayla E. Parker
Anthony J. Parker
Danaya Latrice Lillie Perry

Tranae' Shante' Pinkney
Traniya Shantr'E Pinkney
Roderick Stanley  
   Pittman-Delancey
Nia G. Plair
Susie Eleanor Pleasant
Carolyn Denise Rand
Micayhla D. Robinson
Braden Aaron Rodriguez
Luigi Morana Salcedo
Jerell Aaron Smith
Bryson R. Sykes
Amya Tejanah Tate
Misturat Ayomikun Tom-Alli
Darres Lincoln Tucker
Jessica Urie
Joshua Wesley Watters
Lauren A. Williams
Marcus D. Williams

Trudy Abaidoo
Adekemi I. Adepoju
Jennifer Adobea
Brandon Ako
Mekhi Xavier Allen
Dolapo E. Anaruwe
Isaiah David Atcherson
Marshall Royal Ayivon
Mitiku Asfaw Bagosse
Aneice L. Barnes
Tyra S. Baxter
Autumn Jaina Bennett
Jermaine Shelton Bookhart
Chase A. Boulware
Sydnei Brielle Bowden
Destiny Burrell
Jaqual C. Butler

Ashlei Chang
Vanessa Chery
Dream Bra'chell Chmielewski
Jeannine Vaughan Clemmons
Mariana Yahaira Degante Cano
Dionna C. Dorsett
Zedric Dowing
Javai A. Dumas
Presley Chibuzo Enyioko
Mekhiya L. Estes
Alghali Farmer
Guy J. Fauntleroy
Emmanuelle Fleurimont
Zaria Sanyaa Flowers
Aldrin Fon Fomukong
Raynard Brian Forte II
Chris A. Gbakinro

David M. Gissentanna
Morris D. Glover
Perry N. Green
Irma Guerrero
Elli'ette Antoinette Hicks
Jasmine Rena Holder
Oluwabukunmi David Jaiyeola
Zachary Emmanuel Jenkins II
Samyia K. Johnson
Mykah Naomi Johnson
Jasmine Likia Jones
Diana Guadalupe Lopez
Saniyah Jakia Mathis
Trinity D. Mizelle
Justice Kamaria Morant
Zuri N. Onque
Mojolaoluwa Owolabi

Tavia Tahniya Paige
Jeffery Lee Parker
Albert Alwyn Plass
Santana Brooks Pleasant
John Demitri Quander
Nina Renee Rhames
Kevin Lamont Rivers
Alaysia Abrielle Ross
Abisoye Mudirat Salau
Antonette C. Simms
Branden Paul Solomon
Christian Elijah Souvenir
Stanley Chukwuma Ubah
Tiera Jenae Vialet
Jeniyah Nicole Vinson
Ariel Tashi Ward

Ama-Soley Kyerematin Allrich
Victoria Zaira Anderson
Loren Angel Anderson
Nadiah A. Ariyibi-Sani
Oreoluwa G. Ayinde
Charmayne Denyce Banks
Allissa Barnes
Emani Asata Brooks
Kayla Adanna December
Katie Elizabeth Downing Powell

Temiloluwa M. Eniola
Catherine Chiamaka Enwereji
Chenilyn Joy Espineda
Dayana Lilibeth Ferrufino
Malachi X. Gray
Portia Monique Harrell-Mitchell
Nidra Clarie Jackson Hayes
Heidi Michelle Holthaus
Joshua Leron Jacobs
Crystal Johnson

Imani Sidonie Ledgister
Christopher Patrick Messinese
Sudais Mohamed
Keturah Osarieme Omo-Osagie
Aniyah Kyanna Pena
Amber Aniyah Peoples
Isha Salma Renner
Eric Ryans
Luciano Jovannie Saavedra
JaBrea' Capri Smith

Sydney Paige Taylor
Nashetah Kanene Salome  
   Thomas-EL
Michelle Christina Tompkins
Jessica Ann Tyler
Andrea Carolina Umana
Mackenzie Elania Washington
Michelle Winter

CUM LAUDE

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
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THE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

ACADEMIC RECOGNITION

Transfer students who have earned 30–59 semester hours at  
Bowie State University with a GPA of 3.50 or higher.

Richard William Burke
Kierra Nashay Butler
Kiersten T. Campbell
Shala Denene Chaney
Anthony Jose Classen
Kasia Ariana Coleman
Dajona Renee Cook
Heather Lee Dorsey

Francisco Jose Hernandez
Diamond Nichole Jeannot
Jada Jones
Raina Nakia Lillard
Jennifer C. Lucero-Perea
Joshua M. Mayama
Kiya Imani McCombs
Emani Amiyah McConnell-Brent

Ebony Amar Odongo
Jaden Amir Perry
Fabrice Alexander Pierre
Bryce Eugene Powers
Sackiella Sackie
Elando Daniel Serrano
Vilma Elizabeth Tapia
Joseph X. Thomas

Kennedy Tania Thompson
Valerie Tsitsiwu
Falon Sierra Turner
Rosalind Denise Willis
Ryan Chandler Wilson
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COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN DATA SCIENCE 

Brionna Makayla Nunn

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN ENGLISH

Mikala Shurice Barber

Sean Ricardo Henderson

Nyela Sakari Hendrix

Lynn A. Obianwu

Chase N. Williams

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN FINE ARTS

Autumn G. Arrendell

Aidan Jared Artis

Adina Sheree Brooks

Jeremiah Anthony Heath

Ibrahim S. Jalloh

Dylann Michelle Jones

Joshua M. Mayama

Matthew Clayton McClam

Kayla A. McDade

Kayleea Alanna Ann Northern

Anthony J. Parker

Jose Alberto Reding

Daniel Nathan Ross

Paris Y. Stanback

Nashetah Kanene Salome Thomas-EL

Grace D. Wilson

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BIOINFORMATICS 

Godsgift Onyinyechukwu Okon

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BIOLOGY 

Jasmine Bako Arrey

Jamie Wilda Bailey

Kendall D. Baltimore

Yusra Bashir-Danfati

Sukyah J'Nyl Booker

Maya Monee' Briscoe

Kemesha Antonette Burgess

Vanessa Chery

Devan Seni Coehins

Alexandria Deasha Davis

Cori Marie Davis

Alexandria M. Dubuclet

Catherine Chiamaka Enwereji

Mariah V. Gaddy

Loretta C. Harrison

Tolulope Iyanoye

Meagan Heavyn-Janae' Jackson

Rajanae Lawson

Cambly G. Lemus Morales 

Idaija H. Mullin

Kimberly Yamileth Navarro Albeno

Damilola Ogunniyi

Ikenna O. Okudoh

Hannah K. Parsons

Amber Aniyah Peoples

Destiny Denise Ryles 

Luigi Morana Salcedo

Torin Deon Savoy II

Rhyian B. Singleton

Alyssa C. Smith

Shanai Corrine Smith

Joy Denise Sterling

Amya Tejanah Tate

Misturat Ayomikun Tom-Alli

Maria F. Uben Zacarias

Shatu Y. Usman

Keiry Lizeth Valle

Isis A. Wright

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CHEMISTRY 

Victoria Zaira Anderson

Zedric Dowing

Melanie Hart

Destiny Renee Lewis

Wayne Donovan McDaniel

Trinity D. Mizelle

Maria Inez Pottillo

Nina Renee Rhames

Dasani H. Robinson

Cornell R. Williams

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMMUNICATIONS 

Edna Hiwote Alemu

Makayla D. Beasley

Chidera E. Benedicts

Chase A. Boulware

Tyler Dorain Buckhanon

Kiersten T. Campbell

Lundyn M. Campbell-Rhodes

Jordan A. Chadwick

Dream Bra'chell Chmielewski

Anthony Jose Classen

Russell W. Collins Jr.

Kendall Nicole Crispin

Kamani Nicole Deskins

Roosevelt Pierre Elivert II

Guy J. Fauntleroy

Jeremiah B. Gakodi

Dynasty Angel Grant

Anntoneo Alasante Haughton

Jamia R. Hawkins

Jasmine Rena Holder

Nasir Hopson

Joshua Leron Jacobs

Amber Monique Johnson

Tania D. Jones

Nya Shauntice King

Angela McCalvin

Nilya Renee McKenzie

Tommie Warrenton McKoy

Ratez Maurice McLaurin

Kalayia Denise Middleton

Da'Mari K. Moore

Mikaylah Alexis Nembhard
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Ebony Amar Odongo

Oluwatomisin Odutayo

Brooklyn Lakaia Owens

Eyalan B. Owona

Jaden Amir Perry

Roderick Stanley Pittman-Delancey

Santana Brooks Pleasant

Jorden Isaiah Poindujour

Bryce Eugene Powers

John Demitri Quander

Tyesha Renee Richardson

Luciano Jovannie Saavedra

Makhi Mitchell Scott

JaBrea' Capri Smith

Brian Elijah Smith-Swann

Christian Elijah Souvenir

Madison Span

Sydney Paige Taylor

Davon Eugene Telp Jr.

Jessica E. Watts

Marcus D. Williams

Brian K. Wise

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Daniel O. Adebayo

Adekemi I. Adepoju

Oluwatobi E. Akeju

Alldrick A. Amavie

Duran Avery Anderson

Isaiah David Atcherson

Tobiloba Olasubomi Ayodeji

Aima Joshua Bagudu

Gemachu Mekonen Belay

Praise Ifeoma Ben

De'vontae Donovan Berry

Trinity A. Bowling

Christopher Braddock Braddock Miller

Morgan Andria Brewer

Daniel L. Byrd

Ashlei Chang

Deasia Lavern Craig

Jean Ralph Desir

Sage M. Despeignes

Chenilyn Joy Espineda

Dayana Lilibeth Ferrufino

Lindsey Alyssa George

Moises A. Granados

Kaira D. Grant

Malachi X. Gray

Perry N. Green

Nidra Clarie Jackson Hayes

Titorian Huggins

Tobiloba Raymond Ifenikalo

Antonio Orlando Jackson Jr. 

Oluwabukunmi David Jaiyeola

Jasmine Likia Jones

Bai M. Kebbie-Anthony

Hanan Abdul Kemal

Jayvon Kenneth Knight

Makayla Deshae Lomax

Elija Antonio Modesto

Stanley Chinonso Nwaigwe

Melanie Nzaou Nziengui

Ezekwesili Z. Okonkwo

Mojolaoluwa Owolabi

Rameses Ankh Peyton

Nia G. Plair

John Malik Rawlinson Jr.

Isha Salma Renner

Haley Reyes

Kameron Robinson

Babajide O. Teru

Jalen Theodore

Joseph X. Thomas

Eric F. Vasquez

Joshua Wesley Watters

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 

Caroline I. Adeloye

Adams Adebowale Akindele

Brandon Ako

Mekhi Xavier Allen

Hamza Amadu

Loren Angel Anderson

Olamikun Folabomi Ramon Asorona

Oreoluwa G. Ayinde

Sodiq M. Badejo

Leon Simon Bathersfield

Tyra S. Baxter

Shala Denene Chaney

Sebastien Nicolas Chavannes

Jaidel A. Chestnut

Malachi R. Clark

Marcus Jamaal Davis

Quincy Tolson Day

Perrin Guerda Despeignes

Deondre X. Douglas

Katie Elizabeth Downing Powell

Aidan Antonio Dupree

Tavon During

Otito Egwuatu

Rashawnda Nicole Ellis

Aldrin Fon Fomukong

Raynard Brian Forte II

Marcus Alexander Galloway

Cali D. Graham

Trenton Christopher Greenidge

Charity Christine Harris

Randi Donyelle Hopkins

Saniya Sherelle Isaac

Kingsley C. Iwuh

Steven K. Jackson

Marcus Brian Jackson Jr.

Geriani Mickens Jean Baptiste

Erik V. Jones

THE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES



Page 18 Bowie State UniversitySpring 2026 Commencement

RETURN TO TOC

THE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
CONTINUED

Marquis H. Jones

Ansu A. Kamara

Oluseyi Rauf Kataye

Jada A. Long

Jordyn Ashanti May

Sudais Mohamed

Eric J. Nathaniel

Nyajha Zyla Olive

Justin L. Oliver

John A. Oliyide

Jonathan Onasanya

Collins C. Onokala

Henrietta Owusu

Jeffery Lee Parker

Aniyah Kyanna Pena

Joshua Emmanual Quick

Andrea L. Redman

Eric Ryans

Ashton Shaw

Antonette C. Simms

Gregory R. Simpkins II

Jaylen K. Smith

Jerell Aaron Smith

Branden Paul Solomon

Jasmin A. Spruill

Tyler D. Thomas

Jaedan Kristoffer Treakle

Darres Lincoln Tucker

Lucky Okorie Uchendu

Saniyah D. Wheeler

Christian James Williams

Dante Louis Williams

Reginald Williams

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN HISTORY & GOVERNMENT 

Christopher Patrick Messinese

Logan Alexander Ware

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN HISTORY & GOVERNMENT

Kalil Hassan Greenfield Jr.

Israel Parker

Erica Ashley Pyles

Adriana C. Simmons

Kiara Tate 

Rayne Sarah Jane Thompson

Caila M. Tijero

Blair Rochelle Truesdale

Renee Naomi Whittington

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN MATHEMATICS

Jean Clovis Dongmo Tematio I

Isaiah K. Shelton

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS 
& ECONOMICS

Chris A. Gbakinro

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN SCIENCE EDUCATION

Deanna Danielle Stokes

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN THEATER

Joi Olivia Bennett

Brielle Eliza Bertrand

Genesis R. Bratcher

Zariya A. Evans

Nyla Racquel Gray

Queen R. Harris

Rodney James Loper II

Tanais Olani-Vaughn Miller

Jalayah Tanearah Muhammad

Kyia Amari Parker

Susie Eleanor Pleasant

Jacobie E. Thornton

Ryan Chandler Wilson

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN VISUAL COMMUNICATION &  
DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS 

Kevin Enam Afenyo

Liana J. Allen

Brianna Faith Barnes

Jada S. Black

Jermaine Shelton Bookhart

Andreas Maurice Brown

Quantraz Brown

Courtney L. Carr

Ryan A. Dennis

Tyonna Gabriella Gibson

David M. Gissentanna

Korey Jackie Lee Glass

Maliah L. Graham-Bond

Portia Monique Harrell-Mitchell

Demetrius Decarlo Harris II

Elli'ette Antoinette Hicks

Miles G. Hodnett

Dorchelle Tionne Holmes

Dazy'Aria A. Hudson

Londen Taylor Isaac

Sanaa D. Jackson

Zachary Emmanuel Jenkins II

Xavier Anthony Lomax

Sebastian Alexander  
   Wray McConnaughey

Marvin Fabian Melendez

Prince Edoh Monlandjo

Keturah Osarieme Omo-Osagie

Darius J. Padmore

Layla Theresa-Nicole Perkins

Fabrice Alexander Pierre

Micayhla D. Robinson

Michael F. Rocha-Lopez

Abisoye Mudirat Salau

Shimea Aniyah Stokes

Mason H. Stroud

Michelle Christina Tompkins

Andrea Carolina Umana

Mackenzie Elania Washington

Kayleigh Cherie Williams
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COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ACCOUNTING

Marshall Royal Ayivon

Jacob Xristos Bouloubassis

Kyra Carter-Morgan

Trinity Gumby

Laura Hansen

Samuel Matthias Stephens

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Trudy Abaidoo

Bashir Abdurahman Abukar

Runor Tejere Agarin

Boluwatife Sarah Alasoadura

Linda Alcine

Pamela Jadah Alston

Cassidy Burnette Anderson

Anthony D. Andrews

Aaron Daniel Artis

Nadira Amina Avery

Jennifer Perla Baires

Sean Patrick Barnum

Alex K. Barrie

Trever D. Batson

Quinton O. Battle

Lang N. Bide

Malia Britton

Emani Asata Brooks

Jada Renee Brown

Kobe Shemar Brown

Abdul Bundu

Alaijah S. Butler

Samuel M. Canlas

Antonio Carmon

Darrell Jabril Carpenter

Alexis Mae Combs

Jordan Nicole Culmer

Alexis Y. Curtis

Alexander K. Daramola

Cameron M. Davis

Nila Chanel Davis

Tia A. Davis

Stephanie Aleia Dejesus

Briand Martini Dorgil

Gregory R. Dorsey

Jasmin T. Elliot

Franklyn Chinemere Eze

Timothy J. Farrar

Kamrin Y. Felton

Zaria Sanyaa Flowers

Josiah Fore

Nyla E. Garrison

Tamia Brianna Genius

Bamlak Getachew

Morris D. Glover

Christian Kamdem Goudjou

Ziah Naomi Graves

Nauli Mekchi Hall

Jada Lynnae Hardy

Heavyn Harper

Kyah Noel Harrison

Ashton Anthony Hauser-Brooks

Ingris Marisol Hernandez Quintanilla

Jordin D. Holiday

Nylah Holman

Kennedi Horne

Makail James Jackson

Lachlan Reggie Jean-Francois

Brandon P. Johnson

Christian R. Johnson

Faye Annette Johnson

Frank C. Johnson Jr.

Michelle Iris Jones

Alliette Eva Solei Kesi

Jasmine Nichole Latimer

Promise A. Maidoh

Mekhi Marshall

Kameron Noah Martin

Alus Keke Mbella

Daceris Catrianie Mendez

Destiny J. Miles

Akema N. Mitchell

Teagan Moncrieffe

Fiyona Myrie

Elijah John Newman

Gia Maryse Nikuze

Dumebi J. Odiong

Armand C. Ontiveros

Isaiah Parks

Danaya Latrice Lillie Perry

Annie S. Rheams

Braden Aaron Rodriguez

Caleb Terrell Curtis Rose

Briana R. Rowlette

Elando Daniel Serrano

Lindsey Burnell Ada Skinner

Sky M. Smith

Danielle A. Sullivan

Sidney Lee Evans Tchoua

Valerie Tsitsiwu

Andre J. Watkins

Dior Davia Whitfield

Briana Nicole Williams

Kayla Destiny Williams

Morgan A. Williams

Raymone J. Williams

Trinea Wilson

Tsedalu W. Woldemariam

Maeva-Britney K. Yangue

Jasmyn Lynell Yorkshire

Olivier Zagadou



Page 20 Bowie State UniversitySpring 2026 Commencement

RETURN TO TOC

THE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN CHILD &  
ADOLESCENT STUDIES

Brenda Denise Hawkins

Jnya Dhane Johnson

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CHILD &  
ADOLESCENT STUDIES

Sabriyah Ball

Shanel Anita Barge

Myles Jacob Hines

Nicole Annette Jackson

Natyah N. Johnson

Samyia K. Johnson

Madison O. Miles

Justice Kamaria Morant

Avery Jamila Osman

Kayla E. Parker

Keaunna A. Polk

Aminah Aset Mattie Roberts

Skylar Robinson

Kendall Christina Roy

Kayla D. Turner

Ariel Tashi Ward

Thalia Alise Woods

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Kahira Kimora-Kenyatta Hicks

Khalel Di Roberts

Brittany K. Sutton

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

David Christopher Atwell

Charmayne Denyce Banks

Trondelle Laquan Brooks

Ariana S. Brown

Nicole Lavern Brown

Richard William Burke

Bralynn Patricia Bush

Shakila V. Campbell

Stephanie Carnaggio

Kamalcris J. Cottrell

Jennell Dangan

Tanisha Annmarie Degreaffenreidte

Heather Lee Dorsey

Keri Lynn Frey

Irma Guerrero

Heidi Michelle Holthaus

Crystal Johnson

Ariel Rene Lardizabal

Briteny F. Manu

Carla Jasmine Matthews

Da'Nia Jonice Minor

Alexandra M. Pinckney

Wanda Marie Smith

Jessica Ann Tyler

Jessica Urie

Amaya L. Whittaker

Lauren A. Williams

Michelle Winter

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 

Taniya C. Bannister

Naja Ayan Brooks

David Louis Bryant

Dajona Renee Cook

Daoshia Lateshia Dorsey

Genesis D. Escamilla

Shonquita Shantay Evans

Tricia A. Henry

Bianca Erin Johnson

Jada Jones

India Janae Leonard

Eboni Joi Lipscomb

Jennifer C. Lucero-Perea

Sidney Joi Minniefield

Tavia Tahniya Paige

Aleasa M. Purce

Carolyn Denise Rand

D'ajah K. Smith

Rosine M. Talon

Vilma Elizabeth Tapia

Falon Sierra Turner

Alexandra R. Wyllie

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN SPORT MANAGEMENT 

Oluwadunmininu Jesupemi Adeyemo

Nicholas M. Brown

Kaneah D. Byrd

Clifton Carethers

Joshua Alex Carter

Devin Felder

Chauncey Amiri McGhee Jr.

Timothy Laron Moore

Deontae Trayvon Roscoe

Tyler Alexander Smith

Mikaella Y. Steward

Nyrell Thomas

Brent L. Thompson
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COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

Morayo Sarah Adeniyi

Rosalyn Josette Alexander

Ariana Carolyn Ali

Laila L. Balogun

Allissa Barnes

Javon Elijah Brockett

Christa E. Bryant

Jaqual C. Butler

Kierra Nashay Butler

Senai Kalie Carr

Jhaeda A. Carter

Paul Laurent Cenord Jr.

Amaya Monic Chase

Jasmarie J. Civil

Kasia Ariana Coleman

Kiara Amanda Coleman

Kayla Adanna December

Jaylen James Dillard

Demitri K. Evans

Autumn J. Fleming

Alaysia Amira Ford

Heaven K. Fowlkes

Jomarcus R. Frank

Cybria J. Goodridge

Shatoine R. Gray-Kemp

Brian Tanner Harlow

Kylie Morgan Harris

Darae Harrison

Tamia S. Hill

Jaida Christine Jenkins

Tavera Janae Johnson

Nailah Dhani Killingsworth

Chanel Queen-Marie Knight

Imani Sidonie Ledgister

Kiya Imani McCombs

Jazmyne Arynae McGirt

Leah Ashley Miles

Nadia Muschette

Taylor Kendal Noble

Moriah Olivia Parker

Nicholas Xavier Payne

Kirajah E. Peart

Albert Alwyn Plass

Jalynn L. Powell

Kevin Lamont Rivers

Ashley Daitya Saint Louis

Alexandra K. Sanders

Kyera R. Spriggs

Camille Stewart

Tylecia Carrie Summers

Kennedy Tania Thompson

Tyler Joeseph Wells

Herman Williams IV

Rosalind Denise Willis

Kalani Ayana Winston

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN HEALTH SERVICES  
ADMINISTRATION

Roxana B. Aguirre

Mitiku Asfaw Bagosse

Autumn Jaina Bennett

Sydnei Brielle Bowden

Joselyn K. Cruz-Reyes

Mia Chryshona Dunbar

Alyssa Miranda Evans

Saniya B. Harris

Logan N. Harrison

Nylla R. Harrison

Aa'Khai Damier Hollis

Jasmyne Aniya Johnson

Nylia Jones

Elijah Anthony Jordan

Cherrell B. Lancaster

Kelly S. Mbuk

Jailah E. Purnell

Jonathan J. Womble Jr.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING 

Anthonia Chinelo Anichebe

Matanyah Beauge

Shanda Latrice Brown

Olivia J. Bynum

Jennifer Tonya Chuequean

Mariam Evelyn Dabo

Ayana Kali Davis

Ashtyn Marie Finney

Hilce Priscilla Herring

Abdulrahman Alpha Idris

Sochima Daisy Iheoha

Shadia Cathia Jerome

Quadijat Olawoyin

Marvel Onyedikachukwu Onwumere

Dionna N. Parker

Hannah B. Pengosro

Tranae' Shante' Pinkney

Traniya Shantr'E Pinkney

Karina Rauda-Diaz

Alaysia Abrielle Ross

Brooke Lynn Shehade

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN PSYCHOLOGY 

Dhane Trinity Chapman

Jakiyah C. Hagins

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN PSYCHOLOGY

Candice Ercilia Ademba Raoumbe

Naomi Oluwabusiayo Akinribade

Ama-Soley Kyerematin Allrich

Jade A. Andrews

Nadiah A. Ariyibi-Sani

Benjamin Laurent Atyam

Leroy Faith Awar

Aneice L. Barnes

Zanesha Brinkley
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COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN PSYCHOLOGY
CONTINUED

Destiny Burrell

Truth Butler

DAmini M. Cheatham

Temiloluwa M. Eniola

Presley Chibuzo Enyioko

Alghali Farmer

Emmanuelle Fleurimont

Miyana Francis

J'La J'Niece Garcia-Coates

Mikyra K. Graham

Trinity M. Hamner

Phillip Antione Harrison

Naomi G. Hines

Jayvon Ziemir Irby

Chase A. Jackson

Nathan Logan Jacobs

Diamond Nichole Jeannot

Jason D. Johnson

Juwan Mykiah Johnson

Jariatu Tina Kamara

Saniya Chondell Lawson

Raina Nakia Lillard

Lauren O. Lloyd

Janiya Tyniece Marshall

Erika Kiana Nicole Massey

Emani Amiyah McConnell-Brent

Darian Maurice Means

Titilope Oladipo

Zuri N. Onque

Precious Nketa Pratt

Asia Aaliyah Ross

Asha N. Sanders

Donte Lamar Searcy

Zarielle Aurora Simms

Mia R. Smith

Zakaria R. Smith

Janiyah Smith Cleere

Kenedee McKenzie Smoot

Jasmine Marlene Sotelo Orellana

Bryson R. Sykes

Ayasha Rayhon Thomas

Stanley Chukwuma Ubah

Tiera Jenae Vialet

Jeniyah Nicole Vinson

Mykayla A. Wall

Imani Samerra Ward

Crystal Esther Welcome

Amari L. Wilkerson

Manna A. Wilkerson

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN PUBLIC HEALTH INFORMATICS  
& TECHNOLOGY 

Jennifer Adobea

Kamira Daryn Bradshaw

Dionna C. Dorsett

Mekhiya L. Estes

Angel M. Faulkner

Aja Gerald

Raina Lindsay Halsey

Janice Adwoa Incoom

Ariel Sherita Jackson

Ariyan Ann Jackson

Destiny Mechelle Jackson

Rodina Joseph

Oluwatosin Ogunmola

Mckenzie Z. Oliver

Abimbola Oluwayomi Olubode

Jamese Annei Preston-Campbell

Alexandra Catherine Remond

Paulos Gashaye Zinabu

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN SOCIOLOGY 

Cameron Nicholas Campbell

Jada Harrison

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN SOCIOLOGY 

Darniece Tylerea Carter

Ashley E. Driggins

Nysha Rebecca Griffiths

Alana Imani Thomas

Shania N. White

Francisco Jose Hernandez

Michael Keith Hewitt-Clarke

Kayla Ronise Johnson

Zoi Amya Kyle

Saniyah Jakia Mathis

Andrea F. Newman

Sackiella Sackie

Jade M. Ward

Justin C. Ward

Jasmine Monae Destiny Watkins

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN SOCIAL WORK 

Aanuoluwapo Precious Adewole

Dolapo E. Anaruwe

Jeannine Vaughan Clemmons

Samaria Charity Currie

Mariana Yahaira Degante Cano

Javai A. Dumas

Brittany Brianna Gay

Erin Kennedy Grant

Deborah Ann Hart-Johnson

Ma'kenzie L. Highsmith-Briggs

Mykah Naomi Johnson

Hope Shania Jones Harden

Diana Guadalupe Lopez

Aaliyah N. Love

Shakira Mayfield

Jakiyah Makenzie Meade

Fa'Dazia Inderiah Montgomery

Jayde Lynnette Norton-Wright

Daniela Pastor Reyes

Kiara Perry
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2nd Lieutenant Brandon Ako
B.S. – Computer Technology

Cyber – U.S. Army Maryland National Guard

2nd Lieutenant Andrew Lewis Brown
M.A. – Organizational Communications

Adjutant General – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Anthony Jose Classen
B.S. – Communications

Logistics – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Naomi Alexis English
M.S. – Information Systems & Sciences

Military Intelligence – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Jeremiah Basima Gakodi
B.S. – Business Administration 

Logistics Corps – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Anntoneo Alasante Haughton
B.S. – Communications

Adjutant General – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Joshua Leron Jacobs
B.S. – Communications

Logistics – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Oluwabukunmi I. Jaiyeola
B.S. – Computer Science

Cyber – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Kishan Pachhai
M.S. – Information Systems & Sciences

Cyber – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Rodrick Stanley Pittman-Delancey
B.S. – Communications

Cyber – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Luciano Jovannie Saavedra
B.S. – Communications

Signal Corps – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Stanley C. Ubah
B.S. – Psychology

Aviation – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Victory U. Ubogu
M.S. – Information Systems & Sciences

Cyber – U.S. Army Active Duty

2nd Lieutenant Jeniyah Nicole Vinson
B.S. – Psychology 

Ordinance – U.S. Army North Carolina National Guard

2nd Lieutenant Herman Williams IV
B.S. – Criminal Justice

Transportation – U.S. Army Reserve 

2nd Lieutenant Kenan Brandon Willis
M.B. – Business Administration

Logistics – U.S. Army Active Duty 

2026 COMMISSIONED OFFICERS
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ACADEMIC COMMENCEMENT TRADITIONS

THE MEDALLION

The ceremonial chain is being worn by an increasing number of leaders 
in higher education. The chain designed for Bowie State University, an 
institution rich in tradition, is one that depicts the university’s heritage.

The ceremonial medallion offers a unique opportunity to honor the presiding 
president and the former presidents of the university. The Bowie State 
University medallion includes the university seal, which is three and  
one-eighth inches in diameter surrounded by a decorative bezel. Each 
presidential banner that makes up the chain is one and three-eighths inches. 
Each banner is inscribed with each former president’s name and term of office.
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ACADEMIC COMMENCEMENT TRADITIONS

THE MACE AND ACADEMIC REGALIA

THE MACE

The mace, introduced in twelfth century France by Philip II and in 
England by Richard I, was designed as an emblem signifying the 
authority of state officials, sergeants-at-arms, royal bodyguards and 
ecclesiastical dignitaries. It has been adopted for its symbolism by 
colleges and universities in the United States and is traditionally borne 
in academic processions by the faculty marshal.

The Bowie State University mace, reimagined in 2018 and first used 
during the inauguration of Dr. Breaux, stands 50 inches tall and contains 
design details that represent the rich legacy of the institution’s history 
and pay homage to its alma mater. The tapered mahogany staff bears 
seven, gold-plated engraved banners that designate major epochs in 
the school’s history and changes in its name. 

The staff supports an eight-inch brass flame that sits atop a four-sided 
base, with each side displaying a three-inch, gold-plated medallion. 
One side of the base features a medallion with the university seal – 
the opposing side depicts a replica of the African Baptist Chapel on 
Saratoga Street in Baltimore, where the original school was founded 
in 1865. The other two medallions bear the words, “Flame of Faith” 
and “Torch of Truth,” echoed in the alma mater. The lyrics carry the 
hope that Bowie State University will continue to serve generations of 
students for years to come.

ACADEMIC REGALIA

The custom of wearing academic dress can be traced to the Middle Ages when scholars were also clerics and 
wore the robes of their monastic order. The hood originally was a cowl attached to the gown, which could be 
slipped over the head for warmth. The cap, originally round, later became the square mortarboard commonly 
seen today.

Under contemporary rules of protocol, only holders of the doctorate may wear the four-sided, six-sided or 
eight-sided velvet tam. The gown worn varies according to the degree earned. The bachelor’s gown, for 
example, is worn closed and can be distinguished from the rest by its long pointed sleeves. The master’s gown 
is designed to be worn open, with slits at the elbow of the sleeves to accommodate the arms. The doctor’s 
gown, also worn open, has full, bell-shaped sleeves with three horizontal bars stitched across the upper arm. A 
velvet panel that is stitched down the front edges is draped around the neck.

The doctor’s hood is four feet long, of fuller shape, and rounded at the base. The hood is bordered with velvet, 
the color of which typically indicates the field of study in which the wearer’s degree was earned: dark blue 
for philosophy; light blue for education; orange for engineering; gold/yellow for science; green for medicine; 
salmon pink for public health; purple for law; white for arts and letters, etc. The silk lining of the hood carries 
the colors of the institution that granted the degree. If more than one degree is held, the gown and hood 
symbolic of the highest degree are worn.
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UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF MARYLAND

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF MARYLAND BOARD OF REGENTS

Linda R. Gooden, Chair

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY NATIONAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD

Charles E. Exum Jr., Chairperson 

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF MARYLAND CHANCELLOR
Dr. Jay A. Perman

Geoff J. Gonella, Vice Chair 
William T. Wood, Treasurer 
Andy Smarick, Secretary 
Ellen Fish, Assistant Treasurer 
Yvette Lewis, Assistant Secretary 
Kevin Atticks, ex officio 
Harry Coker, Jr., ex officio 

Sherri N. Blount 
Tisha Edwards 
Dr. Michelle A. Gourdine 
Anwer Hasan 
Robert Hur 
Isiah "Ike" Leggett 

Charles T. "Tom" McMillen 
Michele Speaks 
Dana B. Stebbins, Esq. 
Dhruvak Mirani, Student Regent 
Rayne Rivera-Forbes, Student Regent

Divesh Gupta, Treasurer 
Ron Busby Sr., Secretary 
Brent Swinton, Executive Director 
Daphne DeShields,  
 Chief Financial Officer 
Dr. Aminta H. Breaux, Ex-Officio 
Manish Kumar, Ex-Officio 
Lakeitha Anderson
Darryl Barnes
Johnathan Bolden

Darlene Brown 
Donald L. Ervin, Esq.
Shawn M. Estelle
Dr. LeTrecia M. Gloster
La Verne Gray
Deidre Jackson 
Damon Lester 
Isaac H. Marks, Sr., Esq. 
Gina Nightengale
Stephanie Overton-Stanard

Alfonzo Powell 
Gregory “Trey” Proctor III
Gordon Sampson
Jim Selvaggi 
Jim Simpson 
Monique Smith 
Kimberly Washington 
Louis Williams
Allison Dunn Wilson
Wade Woolfolk 

Dr. Stephanie V. Overton Stanard,  
 President
Vaughn Evans, Sr., Executive Director
Valerie Hough Cromartie,  
 First Vice President
Darren Swain, Second Vice President

Alia Muhammad Shabazz,  
 Financial Secretary
Barbara Butler, Treasurer
Veronica Champion,  
 Corresponding Secretary
Renada Johnson,  
 Recording Secretary

Marnia Thomas, Parliamentarian  
 and Sergeant-at-Arms
Nicholas Myles, Historian
Jerrod Hines, Chaplain
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Gary Brooks, Chair

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY CABINET

Aminta H. Breaux, Ph.D. 
President, Bowie State University

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF VISITORS

Dr. Monifa B. McKnight, Vice Chair 
Marc Cole, Secretary 
Earl Adams Jr., Esq. 
Rhonda Dallas 

Candace Dodson-Reed
Veronica Jeon
Dr. Monica Moody Moore
Pastor Ylawnda Peebles

Cassius Priestly
Honorable Todd M. Turner, Esq.
James Wilkinson
Diane Williams

Guy-Alain Amoussou, Ph.D.
Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs

Karen J. Shaheed, Esq.
Executive Vice President, General Counsel & 

Chief of Staff to the President

Manish Kumar 
Vice President for Administration & Finance

Brian O. Clemmons, Ed.D. 
Vice President for Enrollment Management & Student Affairs

Brent Swinton
Vice President for Philanthropic Engagement

Sabrina Ram
Vice President for Marketing & Communications 

Jolisa Williams, Ed.D.
Interim Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics & Recreation

Yvonne Harris, Ph.D.
Vice President for Research & Innovation
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY OFFICIALS

MACE BEARER & UNIVERSITY GRAND MARSHAL

UNIVERSITY MARSHALS

UNIVERSITY OFFICIAL ANNOUNCERS

Dr. Barbara Smith 

Dr. Chimdimnma Esimai
Dr. Cordelia Obizoba
Dr. Cubie Bragg
Dr. Daryl Stone

Dr. Emory Perkins
Dr. Jared Moffett
Dr. Jennifer Dorsey
Dr. Keith Hicks

Rosetta Price
Dr. Sharon Wilks

Mary Ogan
Cavitt Thomas

COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE

Dr. Guy-Alain Amoussou,  
 Provost, General Chair 
Annette Wedderburn, Chair 
Kelly Alexander
Maisha Ali
Frances Ampah
Taniya C. Bannister
Lisa Bell
Billy Bennett
Corinthia Blyther
Thomasina Boardley
Angela Brown
Dr. Tyesha Burks
Margo Buck-Hurley
Donald Canfield
Devin Cash
Li-Lin Chiu
Dr. Brian Clemmons
Interim Chief Byron Conaway
Yvette Caldwell
Lt. Col Roger Dominique

DeShaun Douglas
Toni DeWitt
David Fisher
Michael Fleishman
Jatina Gunn
Joshua Gunn
Edward Good
Ebony Gordon
Candance Greene
Portia Grear
Dr. Mary Grimes-McGreer
Sheba Halliburton
Michael Harrison
Carla Henry Hopkins
Erica Johnson
Brooke Johnson
Dr. Amani Jennings
Manish Kumar
Natacha Moorer
Melissa Morgan
Dehlila Nguyen

Shanelle O'Connor
Sergeant Chapelle Osborne
Sabrina Ram
Michele Richardson
Lauren Scott
Derrick Seibles
Dr. Barbara Smith
Tiffany Smith
Dr. Daryl Stone
Marsha Swindell
Dr. Otis Thomas
Andre Tiller
Charles Uguomore
Jabari Walker
Jade M. Ward
Dorothy Wigglesworth
Dr. Jolisa Williams
Darryl Williford
Brandy Wilson
Robert Zackery 
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BSU4LIFE PLEDGE

 

Joining the Bowie State University alumni community links us to a proud legacy that has existed for more than 
160 years. This legacy is marked by the achievements of countless faculty, staff, students and alumni. When we 
depart the university, we take what we learned here and extend the impact of Bowie State around the world. 
Our connection to BSU is for life. We commit to return our time, talent and resources to ensure that future 
generations can join us in continuing to build the Bowie State University legacy. 

WE ARE #BSU4LIFE 

More information:  
301.860.4302  

alumni@bowiestate.edu 
bowiestate.edu/alumni 

STAY CONNECTED 

Bowie State University Office of Alumni Engagement & Stewardship

facebook.com/bowiestate 	 facebook.com/BSUOAE

@bowiestateuniversity 	 @bowiealum 

@BowieState 	 @Alumni Bowie State 

@bowiestateuniversity	 Bowie State University
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UNIVERSITY HISTORY

Bowie State is an outgrowth of a school that opened 
in Baltimore, Maryland, on January 9, 1865, by an 
organization dedicated to offering educational 
opportunities for Black citizens.

From those humble beginnings, Bowie State has become 
a comprehensive university, offering more than 30 
undergraduate majors, 20 master's degree programs,  
22 specialty certificates and three doctoral programs  
in a broad range of disciplines. Bowie State University 
continues to build on its legacy of providing access to  
a high-quality education.

FOUNDING OF THE FIRST SCHOOL

The Baltimore Association for the Moral and Educational 
Improvement of the Colored People was organized in 1864 
by 46 men, comprised of businessmen, lawyers, clergymen 
and Quakers, committed to opening schools to educate 
the state’s newly emancipated citizens. One of those men 
was Joseph M. Cushing, an outspoken champion for the 
education of the Black population.

As chairman of the Educational Committee for Maryland’s 
Constitutional Convention in 1864, Cushing chastised 
the committee’s refusal to fund schools for Black people: 
“There will come a time when this state will be forced  
by public opinion to provide means for educating our 
colored population.”

The association opened its first Baltimore school, School 
1, on Jan. 9, 1865, in the African Baptist Church in Crane’s 
Building on the corner of Calvert and Saratoga streets. 
The school offered courses in the elements of education. 
Courses to train teachers were added in 1866.

The facility was woefully inadequate. In 1867, with the aid of 
the Freedmen’s Bureau, the Quakers of England and others, 
the Baltimore Association purchased and renovated the 
Old Friends Meeting House at the corner of Saratoga and 
Courtland streets to house the Baltimore Normal School 
for Colored Teachers. 

MOVE TO BOWIE

After repeated petitions from the Baltimore Normal  
School trustees, the state legislature authorized the  
Board of Education to assume control of the school  
in 1908 and redesignated it State Normal School  
Number 3, finally fulfilling the dream of Cushing and  
the Baltimore Association. 

By 1910, the state decided to relocate the school to Bowie, 
Maryland, purchasing an 187-acre tract formerly known as 
Jericho Farm, which dated to 1716. The school opened at 
the new location in 1911 with about 60 students and Don 
Speed Smith Goodloe as the first Black principal. In 1914, 
its name changed to the Maryland Normal and Industrial 
School at Bowie.

Under President Leonidas James, the school began a 
two-year professional curriculum in teacher education in 
1925, which expanded to a three-year program in 1931. 
A four-year program to train elementary school teachers 
was introduced in 1935, and the school was renamed the 
Maryland Teachers College at Bowie. 

Teacher education continued to expand under the  
25-year tenure of President William Henry. The institution 
established programs to train teachers for junior high 
school in 1951 and for secondary education in 1961, 
advancing toward becoming a liberal arts college. 

TRANSITION TO A STATE LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE 

The Maryland State Legislature authorized the College 
to become Bowie State College in 1963, following the 
establishment of a liberal arts program. New majors in 
English, history and general social science were added, 
expanding offerings beyond teacher education.

Under President Samuel Myers, the college established 
its first graduate degree program, offering the Master of 
Education in 1969. The first director of the graduate division 
was Dr. J. Alexander Wiseman, a graduate of the Maryland 
Teachers College at Bowie and the first African American 
student to earn a doctoral degree from the University of 
Maryland, College Park.
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BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY

EMERGENCE AS A COMPREHENSIVE UNIVERSITY

In 1988, Bowie State College became Bowie State 
University, under President James Lyons, reflecting 
significant growth in academic programs, enrollment 
and community service. On the same day, the university 
also became one of the member institutions of the newly 
formed University System of Maryland.

Bowie State University gained recognition as a leader in 
the education of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics disciplines. In 1995, Bowie State won an  
11-year, $27 million award from NASA and the National 
Science Foundation, becoming one of only six national 
Model Institutions for Excellence in STEM.

TODAY’S BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY

Bowie State University ranks among the nation’s top 
comprehensive universities, cultivating next-generation 
leaders by providing opportunities for students to discover 
their strengths through focused academic experiences and 
opportunities to tackle real-world problems.

U.S. News & World Report ranks Bowie State as No. 11 
among HBCUs. Bowie State’s cybersecurity programs are 
recognized as a National Center for Academic Excellence in 
Information Assurance Education by the National Security 
Agency and the Department of Homeland Security.

Now more than ever, Bowie State University is committed 
to preparing students for success in a highly technological, 
global society.
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UNIVERSITY HIGHLIGHTS

KEY HONORS

• �U.S. News & World Report’s “Best Colleges 2026” ranks 
Bowie State at No. 11 among the nation’s top HBCUs.

• �The Carnegie Research Activity Classification awarded 
Bowie State the ‘Research College and University’ 
designation in 2025.

• �Bowie State University’s graduate programs in education 
and public administration have been acknowledged for 
their excellence in the U.S. News & World Report’s  
“2026 Best Graduate Schools” rankings. 

• �The National Security Agency and the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security recognize Bowie State’s cybersecurity 
programs as a National Center for Academic Excellence in 
Information Assurance Education.

• �Military Times “Best for Vets 2025” ranks Bowie State 
University at No. 4 in Maryland.

EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AND RESEARCH

• �Natural science students who choose a research track 
can work with faculty mentors to make breakthroughs in 
health and medicine. 

• �The College of Education has partnered with local 
school districts to launch an initiative that prepares more 
students to become certified educators.

• �The Bowie Business Innovation Center, a partnership with 
the city of Bowie, is Maryland’s only business incubator 
located at an HBCU. Students interested in starting a 
business can enroll in the new Entrepreneurship and Small 
Business Management program or pursue an Upper-
Division Certificate in Entrepreneurship, which is open to 
students of any major. The Entrepreneurship Innovation 
Center helps students develop the skills and access the 
resources needed to advance their entrepreneurial ideas.

LEADING BOWIE STATE INTO THE FUTURE

Bowie State University empowers more than 5,900 students with a rigorous curriculum and supportive resources that 
help them remain competitive in a changing world. The university continues to advance as one of the nation’s top 
comprehensive institutions, with growing academic programs and modern facilities that support innovative teaching, 
learning and research.

CAMPUS IMPROVEMENTS

• �The Martin Luther King, Jr. Center, which opened in fall 
2024, honors the power of free expression by providing 
specialized learning environments that inspire innovation 
across disciplines such as history, language, literature, 
communications and media studies. 

• �The Entrepreneurship Living Learning Community is a 
hub of innovation and home to more than 500 students, 
designed to nurture their passion for starting a business. 

• �The Center for Natural Sciences, Mathematics & Nursing 
includes research and instructional laboratories, flexible 
classrooms, a nursing simulation wing, and a fully 
enclosed greenhouse. 

• �The Fine & Performing Arts Center is an All-Steinway 
facility, featuring only Steinway pianos in both practice 
and performance spaces. 

• �The Student Center received LEED Gold certification for its 
environmentally sustainable design, making Bowie State 
the first HBCU to receive this honor for a student center. 
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1. �Leonard Waterman 
*Principal 1865–1866

2. �H.F. Hartwell  
*Principal 1866–1869

3. �P. J. Doran 
*Principal 1869–1870

4. �Anne Coore 
*Principal 1870–1872

5. �M. A. Newell 
*Principal 1872–1893 

6. �Alexander Chaplain  
*Principal 1893–1893

7. �George Harrison 
*Principal 1893–1911

8. �Dr. Don Speed Smith Goodloe 
*Principal 1911–1921

9. �Dr. Leonidas S. James 
*Principal 1921–1938 
 President 1938–1941

10. �Dr. Joseph Alexander Wiseman  
Interim President  
December 1941–February 1942

11. �Dr. William Edward Henry 
President 1942–1967

12. �Dr. Samuel Lloyd Myers 
President 1967–1977

13. �Edmund C. Mester 
Interim President 
(Mester fell ill in December 
1977, and the board appointed 
Ms. Carolyn Reid-Wallace to 
temporarily lead the university 
until May 1978. She did not hold 
the formal presidential title.)

14. �Dr. Rufus L. Barfield  
President 1978–1982

15. �Marcellina Brooks 
Acting President  
January 1983–September 1983

16. �Dr. James Lyons Sr. 
President 1983–1992

17. �Dr. Harold Delany  
Interim President  
July 1992–July 1993

18. �Dr. Nathanael Pollard  
President 1993–1999

19. �Dr. Wendell Holloway  
Interim President  
January 1999–April 15, 2000

20. �Dr. Calvin W. Lowe 
President 2000–2006

21. �Dr. Patricia Pierce Ramsey 
Interim President  
July 1–August 31, 2006

22. �Dr. Mickey L. Burnim 
President  
September 2006–June 2017

23. �Dr. Aminta H. Breaux 
President  
July 2017–Present

* The university’s leaders were formerly referred to as principals and were designated presidents in 1938.

SPECIAL THANKS

HISTORY OF PRESIDENTS

Special thanks to ABM Janitorial Services, the Bowie State University Bookstore, BSU's Conference & Event Services,  
Prince George's County Police Department and Maryland Transit Administration.
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