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PrESidENT, BOwiE STATE UNivErSiTy

Dr . Aminta H . Breaux has served as the visionary 10th president of Bowie 
State University since July 2017, bringing more than 30 years of diverse 
higher education leadership experience to the position . As president, 

she is committed to ensuring that every student at Bowie State University 
develops an entrepreneurial mindset to achieve success in the rapidly changing 
workplace and communities . Dr . Breaux initiated a university-wide focus to 
infuse entrepreneurship education across the disciplines and has led the effort 
to build an Entrepreneurship Living Learning Community, set to open in fall 
2021 . She is dedicated to building on the legacy and rich history of Maryland’s 
oldest historically Black university with a strategic focus on ensuring the long-
term viability of the institution .

Dr . Breaux is a leading voice in 21st century education, and because of her 
extensive knowledge and expertise, she has been tapped to serve in multiple 
leadership roles . She was appointed to the President’s Board of Advisors 
on Historically Black Colleges and Universities and the Governor’s P-20 
Leadership Council of Maryland . She is vice chair for the Board of Directors 

for the Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association (CIAA) .

Dr . Breaux is committed to serving her community, particularly with programs and support activities that enrich 
the lives of children and youth . She is a member of the board of directors for the Greater Prince George’s Business 
Roundtable, Prince George’s County Chamber of Commerce and the University of Maryland Capital Region Health . 

Her recent honors include the Educator of the Year Award from the National Council of Negro Women . She also 
received the Trailblazer Award from the Bowie Business Innovation Center (BIC), the business accelerator located at 
Bowie State, in conjunction with Capital One, and the Capital City Chapter Links Inc . Leadership Award .

Throughout her career, Dr . Breaux has demonstrated a passion for ensuring student development and success . 
Prior to joining Bowie State, Dr . Breaux served as vice president for advancement for Millersville University, where 
she oversaw fundraising, alumni engagement, event management, and external relations . Before that, she was vice 
president for student affairs at Millersville University .

Previously, she was dean of students at University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, known as the country’s first college 
of pharmacy . At Drexel University, she served as assistant provost . She got her start in higher education as a career 
counselor at the University of Pennsylvania .

She holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Temple University, a master’s degree in psychological services in 
education from the University of Pennsylvania, and a doctorate in counseling psychology from Temple University . 
She is also a graduate of the Harvard Institute for Executive Management and the American Association for State 
Colleges and Universities Millennium Leadership Institute .

Dr . Breaux and her husband, Melvin – a former partner of Drinker Biddle & Reath – have three daughters and three 
grandchildren .

Dr. Aminta H. Breaux
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COmmENCEmENT SPEAkEr

Voting rights champion, political leader and bestselling author Stacey 
Abrams is an outspoken advocate in the fight to expand voting 
access and is the New York Times-bestselling author of “Our Time Is 

Now” and “Lead from the Outside .”

She is widely credited with increasing voter turnout in Georgia in the 2020 
presidential election, as well as in the state’s 2020–21 U .S . Senate election 
and special election . She was nominated for a 2021 Nobel Peace Prize for 
her efforts . She made history in 2019 as the first African-American woman 
to deliver a response to the State of the Union address .

She was the nation’s first African-American female major-party gubernatorial 
nominee when she ran as the Democratic candidate in the 2018 Georgia 
governor’s race, winning more votes, at the time, than any Democrat in state 
history . Before her gubernatorial run, she served as Democratic Leader of 
the Georgia House of Representatives for seven years .

Abrams has launched several organizations to address inequities in 
government . She started Fair Fight Action to ensure every American has a voice in our election system, Fair Count 
to ensure accuracy in the 2020 Census and the Southern Economic Advancement Project, a public policy initiative to 
broaden economic power and build equity in the South .

Abrams holds a Juris Doctor degree from Yale Law School, a Master of Public Affairs degree from University of Texas 
at Austin and a bachelor’s degree from Spelman College .

Ms. Stacey Abrams
VOTING RIGHTS CHAMPION & POLITICAL LEADER
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PrESidENTiAL mEdAL OF EXCELLENCE rECiPiENT

Major Riddick Jr . is a distinguished public servant and a successful 
entrepreneur, who made history as the nation’s first African-
American to serve as chief of staff to the Maryland governor .

Riddick has enjoyed an extraordinary public service career marked by a 
series of firsts, serving for more than 25 years in leadership roles with Prince 
George’s County and the state of Maryland . He was the first African-American 
appointed to serve as chief administrative officer for Prince George’s County, 
the highest professional position in county government, after having served 
the county as budget analyst, executive director of the Housing Authority, 
director of housing and community development and director of the Office of 
Budget and Management .

In 1995, he became the first African-American to serve as chief of staff for 
the Maryland governor and the only African-American chief of staff to any 
governor in the country at the time . Riddick also served as Maryland’s first 
chief of technology, helping to lay the groundwork for the state’s digital 
transformation .

In 2019, Prince George’s County Executive Angela Alsobrooks appointed him to serve again as chief administrative 
officer .

Riddick has held several volunteer leadership positions that demonstrate his commitment to community service . 
He has served as president of the National Forum for Black Public Administrators and was a board member for the 
Airport Minority Advisory Council .  

He holds a bachelor’s degree in political science and a master’s degree in public administration from Virginia Tech . 
He is also a graduate of Harvard University’s Executive Leadership Training Program .

Major Riddick Jr.
PUBLIC SERVANT & ENTREPRENEUR
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DR. AMINTA H. BREAUX
President of the University, Presiding

THE OrdEr OF EXErCiSES

POSTING OF THE COLORS
BSU Reserve Officers Training Corps


WELCOME REMARKS
Dr . Aminta H . Breaux

President


CONGRATULATIONS REMARKS
Mr . Darren Swain

President, Bowie State University National Alumni Association

Mr . Larry Hogan
Governor, State of Maryland

Mr . Nathaniel Sansom
Student Regent, University System of Maryland Board of Regents  


INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER

Ms . Aminat Ariyo
President, Senior Class

Ms . Breanna Johnson
Director of Communications, Graduate Student Association  

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
Ms . Stacey Abrams

Voting Rights Champion and Political Leader 


PRESENTATION OF THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF EXCELLENCE
Dr . Aminta H . Breaux

President


CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Candidates for Degrees Presented by

Dr . Carl Goodman
Provost


RECOGNITION OF HONOR GRADUATES
Dr . Carl Goodman

Provost


CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES
Dr . Aminta H . Breaux

President
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Alma Mater
Charlotte B. Robinson

There’s a spot in my heart that never grows cold,
There’s a place in my memory that never grows old .

There’s a prayer on my lips that I’ll ever be true
To God and my country,

To Bowie State, my school .

(REFRAIN)
Oh, Bowie State, dear Bowie State

May you forever be, the flame of faith,
The torch of truth,

To guide the steps of youth .

There’s a song in my heart that I’ll ever sing
Of the beauties of Bowie State that each season brings .

There’s a pledge in my heart that I’ll ever keep true
To uphold the standards of Bowie State, my school .

(REFRAIN)
Oh, Bowie State, dear Bowie State

May you forever be, the flame of faith,
The torch of truth,

To guide the steps of youth .

Lift Every Voice and Sing
James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and Heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea .

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won .

mUSiC
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THE GRADUATE PROGRAM

Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership

Master of Arts

Master of Arts in Teaching

Master of Business Administration

Master of Education

Master of Public Administration

Master of Science

Master of Science in Management Information Systems

Master of Science in Nursing

THE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Science

The list of candidates for graduation was prepared within the time limits imposed for printing of the program . 
Therefore, the list of names is not conclusive . Only those candidates who have met all graduation requirements 
will be granted a degree.

dEgrEES CONFErrEd
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THE grAdUATE PrOgrAm

Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership

Norman Lee Coleman
Bowie, Maryland

M .Ed . — University of Delaware
B .S . — University of Delaware

A Study of School Leadership and  
Gifted Black Male Students

Cynthia Farmer
Bowie, Maryland

M .Ed . — Bowie State University
B .S . — Seton Hall University

Factors that Impact the Retention of 
Elementary Teachers of Color in Title One 
and Non-Title One Schools in an Urban 
School District in a Mid-Atlantic State

Emerald Brenette Fulmore
Burtonsville, Maryland

MBA — Morgan State University
B .S . — Winston Salem State University

Alternative Roads to Leadership Roles 
in Athletic Administration for African 

American Women “Securing Your  
Seat at the Table”

Stephanie McLeod
Bowie, Maryland

M .Ed . — Bowie State University
B .S . — Johnson C . Smith University

The Impact of Music Training on 
Mathematics Achievement of  

Eleventh Grade Algebra 2 Students  
in an Urban District

Rachel Anite Thompson
Lanham, Maryland

M .A . — Bowie State University
B .S . — Bowie State University

A Study Investigating Pupil Personnel 
Workers’ Perspectives of Restorative  

Justice Approaches
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THE grAdUATE PrOgrAm

College of Arts and Sciences

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN ENGLISH

Kendra Acquanetta Artis
Washington, D.C.
B .A . — University of the  
District of Columbia

Shansa K. Barrow
Odenton, Maryland
B .A . — Brown University

Mark Cox
Baltimore, Maryland
B .A . — Howard University

Shannon A. Ferguson
Silver Spring, Maryland
B .A . — Coppin State University

Angela Sydney James
Waldorf, Maryland
B .A . — University of Maryland

Patricia Ann Johnson
Woodbine, Maryland
B .A . — University of Maryland

Chaquina Angela Jones
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .A . — Washington State University

Edwin Philip Julien
Columbia, Maryland
B .S . — New York Institute of Technology

Ashley Danielle Monroe
Baltimore, Maryland
B .S . — Florida Agricultural &  
Mechanical University

Alexandra Abolarinwa Omogbadegun
Severn, Maryland
B .S . — Covenant University

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN ORGANIZATIONAL  
COMMUNICATIONS

Amgad Alasmari
Temple Hills, Maryland
B .S . — Princess Nora Bint  
Abdul Rahman University

Mohammed Aldosari
Silver Spring, Maryland
B .S . — International College

Waad Ali Alferaehy
Fairfax, Virginia
B .S . — Marymount University

Khalid Homoud Alharbi
Alexandria, Virginia
B .S . — Al Imam Muhammad  
Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abdullah M. Alzahrani Sr.
Vienna, Virginia
B .A . — Al Imam Muhammad  
Ibn Saud Islamic University

Brenden Kyle Ashby
Germantown, Maryland 
B .S . — Bowie State University

Gregory Bargeman
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — University of North Carolina

Vance E. Brinkley
Hyattsville, Maryland
B .S . — Morgan State University

Joyneida Lashaunda Brown
Frederick, Maryland
B .S . — University of Toledo

Gaella Patricia Claude
Hyattsville, Maryland
B .S . — Florida Atlantic University

Asha Brianna Chalet’ Curry
Accokeek, Maryland
B .S . — Salisbury University

Andra Howard
Temple Hills, Maryland
B .S . — Towson University

James T. Potts III
Suitland, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Rhonda Kay Singletary
Annapolis, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Ashley Janelle G. Stewart
Crofton, Maryland 
B .S . — Towson University

David Lee Thompson
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Jamal Wallace
Fredericksburg, Virginia
B .S . — Virginia Union University

Damon R. Wilson
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE

Staphord Eliphace Bengesi
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — University of Dar-Es-Salaam

Yordanos Solomon Bezabeh
Washington, D.C.
B .S . — Corcordia College

Shreya Shah
Burtonsville, Maryland
B .A . — University of Maryland

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN MATHEMATICS

Nia Michelle Massey
Washington, D.C. 
B .S . — Spelman College
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MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION   

Drew Alexandra Arnett
Washington, D.C. 
B .S . — Coppin State University

Brittney Monique Bynum
Clinton, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Karleshia Ebony Dorsey
Waldorf, Maryland
B .S . — Florida State University

Devin Antwain Douglas
Fort Washington, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Glendon Avery Gragg
Tulsa, Oklahoma
B .S . — University of Tulsa

Alexandria Cherisse Hunter
Fort Washington, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Mahagoni Elayne McGriff
Oxon Hill, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Charles J. Meheux
Riverdale, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Rafael Francisco Metcalfe
Hyattsville, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Tawakalitu Funmilola Olanigbogbo
Greenbelt, Maryland
B .S . — Fairfield University

Julia Scott Rouhi
Gambrills, Maryland
B .S . — Ithaca College

Brandon Sharp
Clinton, Maryland
B .S . — North Carolina  
Central University

Tarita Leshay Walters
Fort Washington, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION

Andre Arthur
Capitol Heights, Maryland
B .A . — Frostburg State University

Ismaila Babatunde Balogun
Alexandria, Virginia
B .A . — University of Lagos

Keriesha A. Brown
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Jynnea Melisa Campbell
Columbia, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Kamau Akeel Clark
Baltimore, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Terence Drew Collins
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — Benedict College

Imani A. Cooper
Washington, D.C.
B .S . — Penn State University 

Henry Fadojutimi
Waldorf, Maryland
B .S . — University of the District of 
Columbia

Tenika Leona Jones
Glen Burnie, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Jenene M. Lee
Lanham, Maryland
B .A . — Trinity Washington University

Michael George Francis Parker
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Jewel Dominique Perry
Baltimore, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Samantha Robinson
Silver Spring, Maryland
B .S . — State University of New York

Darris Alexander Sconion
Havre de Grace, Maryland
B .S . — Frostburg State University

Jordan Sidberry
Accokeek, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Enel Similien
Laurel, Maryland
B .A . — University of Central Florida

Ranelle Monique Skipper
Severn, Maryland
B .A . — University of Louisiana

Maya Spiers
Temple Hills, Maryland
B .S . — Trinity Washington University

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN MANAGEMENT  
INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Abdulrahman Alnafisah
West Haven, New York
B .S . — King Faisal University

Fawn Lynee Cardona
Lakeland, Florida
B .S . — Bowie State University

Oliver Eyo Ette
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — University of Jos

THE grAdUATE PrOgrAm

College of Business
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THE grAdUATE PrOgrAm

College of Business

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY

Michael Armand Barnette
Columbia, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Brittni Nicole Bittner
Charlotte Hall, Maryland
B .A . — University of Maryland

Akira M. Brown
Temple Hills, Maryland
B .A . — Salisbury University

Chidiomimi Nneka Chime
Takoma Park, Maryland
B .A . — Temple University

Anderson Jerry Crenshaw
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .A . — University of Maryland

Serena H. Crumlin
District Heights, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Cieara Necole Davis
Laurel, Maryland
B .A . — Virginia State University

Yarini Alexandra Garcia-Guilamo
Bronx, New York
B .S . — State University of New York

Ehame Frunelle Gbesso
Linthicum, Maryland
B .S . — Towson University

Gabrielle Wynter Headen
Abingdon, Maryland
B .S . — Stevenson University

Nicol J. Jackson
Washington, D.C.
B .A . — University of Maryland

Isha Kanu
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Niamani Mayes
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Capital University

Mary Elizabeth McCauley
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Fisk University

Zyaire Monet Neal
Harwood, Maryland
B .S . — Stevenson University

Onoisewealu Orhuare Osunbor
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — University of Nigeria 

Tori Lashirl Scruggs
District Heights, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Tsion Tadesse Seifu
Silver Spring, Maryland
B .S . — Frostburg State University

Kiara W. Stephens
Jacksonville, Florida
B .S . — Bluefield College

Cherie Michelle Thomas
Glen Burnie, Maryland
B .A . — Marymount University

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN MENTAL HEALTH  
COUNSELING

Curtis James Amos
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Jordan Virginia Barksdale
Glenn Dale, Maryland
B .S . — Spelman College

Chantel LeShay Broxton
Clarksburg, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Raven L. Coit
Cheltenham, Maryland
B .S . — Delaware State University

Jasmine Lasha Hodges
Camp Springs, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Taylor Charisse Kennerly
Landover, Maryland
B .S . — Howard University

Sarah Mubiki
Greenbelt, Maryland 
B .S . — University of Maryland  
     University College

Susan Doreen Murray
Glen Burnie, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

College of Education

Farida Chepkemoi Keter
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Kenyatta University

Bob Junior Osea
Bristow, Virginia
B .S . — Keyatta University

Devin Anthony Price
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland
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THE grAdUATE PrOgrAm

Rita Memu McCoy
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Douglas College

Terri Chanel Shephard
District Heights, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Destiny R. Simon
Capitol Heights, Maryland
B .S . — East Tennessee State University

Shannon Nicole Weaver
Fort Washington, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Douglas Gene White
Waldorf, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Briana Nicole Williamson
Waldorf, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGY

Bria Denae Barber
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — Towson University

Charlene Folks 
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Morgan State University

Ashli Nacole Huggins
Spotsylvania, Virginia
B .S . — Virginia State University

Janikqua Deniece Smith
Great Mills, Maryland
B .S . — Stevenson University

Samantha Irene Stanley
Sedley, Virginia
B .S . — Virginia State University

Tori Leigh Taylor
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Valerie C. Taylor
Walkersville, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Ariel Sierra Tucker
New Carrollton, Maryland
B .S . — Hollins University

MASTER OF ARTS  
IN TEACHING

Tanisha Jeanette Tolliver
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Oghenetejiri M. Olafimihan
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN READING

Christina Margaret Allen
Bladensburg, Maryland
B .S . — Coppin State University

Rebecca Mae Boswell
Gambrills, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Shevika Andrea Couchman
New Carrollton, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Danielle Nicole Franklin
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — Towson University

Je’nee T. Hawkins
Temple Hills, Maryland
B .S . — Towson University

Adrienne Elita Johnson
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — Delaware State University

Ashlee S. Lindsay
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Brittany Derecia Terry
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — Morgan State University

Catherine Nicole Walfall
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — Frostburg State University

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 
AND SUPERVISION

Candice Lynnette Blegen
Hyattsville, Maryland
B .S . — Frostburg State University

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN SCHOOL COUNSELING

Lana C. Collier
Waldorf, Maryland
B .S . — Southern Christian University

Alexandra Dennette Delgado
Annapolis, Maryland
B .S . — Marymount University

Chyvante E. Floyd
Dover, Delaware
B .S . — Delaware State University

Alyssa McKeon Keating
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — Salisbury University

Kevin Anthony Myrie
Owings Mills, Maryland
B .S . — Morgan State University

Julia Michelle Remer
Beltsville, Maryland
B .S . — Salisbury University

Kiristin Elizabeth Tunstell
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Phylicia Rae Young
Windsor Mills, Maryland
B .S . — Virginia State University

College of Education
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MASTER OF ARTS  
IN HUMAN RESOURCE  
DEVELOPMENT

Mohammed Khulaif Alanazi
Fairfax, Virginia
B .S . — University of the  
District of Columbia

Buylul Alem
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Towson University

Nora Abdulaziz Alkuter
Fairfax, Virginia
B .A . — Princess Nourah Bint  
     Abdilrahman University

Abdulmajeed Ayad Almutairi
Fairfax, Virginia
B .S . — International College

Joana Otemaah Amo
Lanham, Maryland
B .S . — Tennessee State University

Teneisha A. Brown
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Willy Cheruiyot
Glen Burnie, Maryland
B .S . — Columbia Southern University

Jordan J. Crocket
Fort Washington, Maryland
B .S . — State University of New York

Mojisola Funmito Folorunso
Fulton, Maryland
B .S . — University of Ibadan

Jonathon Xavier Gambrell
Glen Burnie, Maryland
B .S . — Livingston College

Sha’Von Gibbs
Glen Burnie, Maryland
B .S . — Kutztown University

Christine Jody-Ann Gilchrist
Hyattsville, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Breanna Johnson
Hyattsville, Maryland
B .S . — Valdosta State University

Yasmeen L. Jordan
Parkville, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Monica Shana Kindle
Columbia, Maryland
B .S . — Missouri Western State College

Lorraine T. Kittrell
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Trayona Danielle McKeithan
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Donna F. Morgan
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Wazaino Luther Msimbwa
Washington, Maryland
B .S . — Trinity Washington University

Sylvester Theophilus Nettey
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — Central University College

Omowunmi Juliet Omomo
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — International College

Teah Afolabi Peters
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — University of Lagos

Rochelle Alexis Ross 
Lanham, Maryland
B .S . — Trinity Washington University

Hawa Banbe Toure
Silver Spring, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland 

College of Professional Studies

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN SECONDARY EDUCATION

Aaron Deamdre Curry 
Hyattsville, Maryland
B .S . — Trinity Washington University

Brittney J. DeNeal
Rockville, Maryland
B .S . — Temple University

MASTER OF EDUCATION  
IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

Alyssa Lauren Cochrane-Grannum
Springdale, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

William Thomas Fierstein
North Potomac, Maryland
B .S . — Towson University
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MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING

Mispa A. Afueh
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
B . S . — Bowie State University

Gabriela Sidania Amaya
Waldorf, Maryland
B .S . — College of Southern Maryland

Yaa Kumia Appiah
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Chamberlain College

Woinshet Bekele-Jembere
Woodstock, Maryland
B .S . — University of Victoria

Rasheeda Y. Blake
Washington, D.C. 
B .S . — Mount Saint Mary College

Freda Boatend
Hanover, Maryland
B .S . — Pennsylvania State University

Nadege Yaleu Djeukui
Fort Washington, Maryland
B .S . — Chamberlain School of Nursing

Vida Adeline Adenike During
Springdale, Maryland
B .S . — Howard University

Wendy Marie Easterling
Arnold, Maryland
B .S . — University of Phoenix

Candice J. Fisher
Glen Burnie, Maryland
B .S . — Walden University

Mark Antyn Griffith
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Elin Nicole Jacquette
Hyattsville, Maryland
B . S . — Georgia State University

Linell Jenkins
Owings Mills, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Asha Jinu
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — Thasiah College

Cecelia Najay Kai
Abingdon, Maryland
B .S . — Washington Adventist University

Mijung Kim
Germantown, Maryland
B .S . — The Catholic University of Korea

Linus Kiptarus Kosgei
Mount Rainier, Maryland
B .S . — University of the  
District of Columbia

Jacqueline Galvao Marx
Bethesda, Maryland
B .S . — Georgetown University

Mariah LaShae Mills
Pasadena, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Lauren Mon’T Moody
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Howard University

Rosemary W. Mukira
Baltimore, Maryland
B .S . — Notre Dame of Maryland University

Eronmwon Yvonne Okonjo
Greenbelt, Maryland
B .S . — University of Baltimore

Nihinlola Deborah Olaigbe
Lanham, Maryland
B .S . — Fairfield University

Fausat Funmilayo Olayiwola
Bowie, Maryland
B .S . — Hampton University

Gloria Uchenna Onejeme
Randallstown, Maryland
B .S . — Notre Dame of Maryland University

Clarisa Dana Quarles-Diallo
Fort Washington, Maryland
B .S . — University of Maryland

Barbara Denise Reid
Severn, Maryland
B .S . — Notre Dame of Maryland University

Sharon Rosemond
Silver Spring, Maryland
B .S . — Bowie State University

Carlett Doreen Teru
Glen Burnie, Maryland 
B .S . — Coppin State University

Tiffaney Nicole White
Laurel, Maryland
B .S . — State College of Florida
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Latin Honors
Summa Cum Laude  3 .85 – 4 .00     Magna Cum Laude  3 .65 – 3 .84     Cum Laude  3 .50 – 3 .64

This list of Honors and Recognition compiled as of May 5, 2021 .
* Denotes 4 .0 GPA .

Lateefat O . Afolabi
Chiebuka I . Ahaghotu
Meshal Almutair
Beatrice Fosua Amoateng
Ahmed S . Ashkar
Tatyana S . Barton
Regina Victoria Brown
Daniel D . Clark
Delante T . Dates
Diamond C . Douglas

Chayla Nicole Duppins
Christian E . Elcorrobarrutia
Nykirah Ellis
Cholly M . Estes
Maria Zsallerdie Fle  
   Manganti Fernandez
Cierra U . Green
Kelli Annette Johnson
Michael Alexander Kelly
Tori R . King

Ca’Rel Almondo Lee
Jane Rachel Flores Lucas
Myriam Martin
London M . McAdams
Winifred Nchockngam Mepha
Kandice Jalynn Morton
Moude Osei
Ronald William Palmer
Jordan E . Philp
Silvia Yanneth Ramos Rios

Maoli Sanchez Encarnacion
Mariama E . Sesay
Chelsian Bianca Smith
Nicole Vance
Monica H . Veney
Morgan E . White
Keara Ronaye Williams
Shyann Nicole Williams
Koby T . Willis

Adebola L . Adekoga
Samson Akinyode
Saad Abdullah Alkhyaily
Tiffani N . Arrington
Martha Angelina  
     Azucena-Villatoro
Bai Farama Tass Bangura
Aniayah Sheree Beckford
Melvin Blackwell
Daisha Denise Capers

Najiba Conteh
Ariana Leann Epps
Telicia M . Farmer
Denia R . Hale
Fatima Jibrin Hassan
Hannah K . Hill-St . Bernard
Talanya R . Hutton
Anthony Arnold Igbeta Jr .
Willie Johnson-Brooks
Leila Marae Jones

Mia C . Lee
Sussan Ifeoma Mattsson
Jordan McDonald
Jalil Merriman
Jasmin C . Njie
Amalachukwu S . Okoye
Deborah Onyia
Feyisayo C . Orisadipe
Romelo Andres Palmer
Dionne Akiba Ramsey-Redhead

Briona Redmond
Joshua Owen Ridenour
Kennedy McKellan Sorey
Oscar A . Tejada Cruz
Tyric Turner
Tamia C . Williams
India Alexis Wilson

Hope Chioma Achonu
Haniah S . Barnes
Andrei R . Carillo
Janelle Annette Carter

Trisha Nicole Lucero  
     Delos Reyes*
Jacob E . Farmer
Tishay Karmillah Green
Stephanie S . Hyacinth

Valerie N . Hyacinth
Caitlin Ciara McCrimmon
Vinceaun L . Minto
Caitland B . Okorafor
Taylor Pickeral

Niyala E . Pritchett
Bema Angela Catriz Tabaday
Arianna C . Taylor
Emanuel Tucker Jr .*
Deja M . Vonhendricks

CUM LAUDE

MAGNA CUM LAUDE

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
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THE UNdErgrAdUATE PrOgrAm

Academic Recognition

Transfer students who have earned 30–59 semester hours at  
Bowie State University with a GPA of 3 .50 or higher .

Andy Chris Atembina
Ibrahim Ibn Aziz*
Sydney A . Battle
Joelle Peace Brika
Christina Marie Brown
Samaya Madison-Simone Brown
Adriane Michelle Clayton
Joel Patrick Coltson
Paul Douglas Fernandez
Rhaven Raynece Ford
Jyade Francis Lonzaga Gabriel
Lorena E . Gonzalez Ticas
James Anthony Harris*

Richard Owen Hayes
Shayla N . Herron
Desha April Jenkins
Katina Patrice Johnson
Terris Amon Johnson
Erika Rene Johnson
Brooke L . Johnson
Afiyah Knight
Rakiatu Gloria Labay-Kamara
Jean Lanier
Jamal James Long
Reuven Alexis Maldonado*
Ashley Mbionwu

LaShawn Crystal McRae
Brianna Renee Miles
David Keiza Miller
Justin Rapheal Million
Alvine M . Momo Azobou
Xavier Jerome Newson
Francis Orlando*
Joiah Akweley Osborne
Adan Pierre
Shanique Pottinger
Kaitlyn A . Prochazka
Shetia Sequoia Richardson
Sarah Furui Ruben

Raven Elizabeth Sessoms
Maxine Simon
Sudan Smith
Nyair R . Washington
Baaraca Songhia Wilder
Destini Renee Williams
Candy Witter
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BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN ENGLISH

Zenobia E. Fenrick
Bowie, Maryland 

Shayla N. Herron 
Waldorf, Maryland

Zion K. Jackson 
Clinton, Maryland 

Mohamed Lamarana Jalloh 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Sayeeda Therese Jordan 
Elkridge, Maryland 

Katier N. Morgan 
New Carrollton, Maryland 

Romelo Andres Palmer
Waldorf, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN FINE ARTS

Tatyana S. Barton 
Lanham, Maryland 

Sydney A. Battle 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Gabrielle Azure Beach 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Shellie Ann Cruz 
Pasadena, Maryland 

Oshe Anthony Derricks 
Capitol Heights, Maryland 

Tyliah Alexis Dixon
District Heights, Maryland 

Auzsa L. Hopkins 
Olney, Maryland 

Vanzago Demetrus Johnson II 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Brenden Ross Mellon 
Bowie, Maryland

Vinceaun L. Minto
Landover, Maryland 

Bianco Mobley II 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Bema Angela Catriz Tabaday 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BIOLOGY 

Victor S. Amadu
Bowie, Maryland 

Malak Antar 
Laurel, Maryland 

Morgan Ball 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Bai Farama Tass Bangura 
Beltsville, Maryland

Constance DeAngelis Barrett 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 

Paris Brooke Carter 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Cameron Garrett Chambers 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Kalynn T. Cheatham 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Tamarrah C. Cherry 
Clinton, Maryland 

Jocelyn F. Chicas 
Bowie, Maryland 

Johnny F. Chowoe 
Laurel, Maryland 

Adia Kesabi Dobbs 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Bengyella S. Doh 
Lanham, Maryland 

Alexa M. Dragon 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Daija Edwards 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Blessing F. Ekpo 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Christian E. Elcorrobarrutia 
Bowie, Maryland 

Taylor Nicole Ellis
Bowie, Maryland 

Jhakye Vivaldy Garcia Medrano
Oxon Hill, Maryland 

Taylor Annshonae Gooden 
District Heights, Maryland 

Donovan Markell Jaquan Harris
Bowie, Maryland 

Jakiara Hyner 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Kasey Laron Johnson 
Owings Mills, Maryland 

Brittany Nicole Jones 
Beltsville, Maryland 

Tajah J. Kee 
Uniondale, New York 

Layelle A. Leach
Baltimore, Maryland 

Ca’Rel Almondo Lee 
Churchton, Maryland 

Temi B. Lyons 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Ashley Mbionwu 
Laurel, Maryland 
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David  Keiza Miller 
Bowie, Maryland 

Kristyn Yvonne Miller 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Nayieh Jacquelyn Miller 
Laurel, Maryland 

Alvine M. Momo Azobou 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Aaliyah R. Muhammad 
Clinton, Maryland 

Binta A. Mustapha
Bowie, Maryland 

Chinoyelum S. Nnorom
Bowie, Maryland 

Amalachukwu S. Okoye
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Deborah Onyia 
Bowie, Maryland 

Vincent Osekwe 
Lanham, Maryland 

Jasmin L. Perkins 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Taylor S. Sedgwick 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Jhanelle Thandekia Stewart 
Burtonsville, Maryland 

Kaishea Chander White
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN COMMUNICATIONS

Devin Simone Hodge 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Adrien K. Rene 
Bowie, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMMUNICATIONS 

Stephanie K. Adegbule 
Crofton, Maryland 

Samson Akinyode 
Laurel, Maryland 

Kayla N. Alston
Baltimore, Maryland 

Haniah S. Barnes 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Dejanay Monet Caldwell 
Plainfield, New Jersey 

Shaikh Tyree Carmichael 
Waldorf, Maryland 

David L. Carter 
Bowie, Maryland 

Joel Patrick Coltson 
Bolliing AFB, D.C.

Richard Augustus Davenport 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Taiya S. Edwards 
Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania

Nna Justice Ekwonna 
Glenn Dale, Maryland 

Alyssa D. Espeut 
Davidsonville, Maryland 

Jacob E. Farmer 
Bowie, Maryland 

JaNae’ Briana Frazier 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Joshua S. Gibbs 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Riceira Shanay Graham 
Baltimore, Maryland 

James Anthony Harris 
Glen Burnie, Maryland

Ernest Hurricane Henderson III 
Washington, D.C.

Diamond Shakira Hodo 
Capitol Heights, Maryland 

Sterling M. Hughes 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Alanna Alexis Hunt 
Springdale, Maryland 

Talanya R. Hutton 
Capitol Heights, Maryland 

Anthony Arnold Igbeta Jr. 
Laurel, Maryland 

Kani D. Jackson 
Cockeysville, Maryland 

Katina Patrice Johnson
Lanham, Maryland 

Nia S. Johnson 
Bowie, Maryland 

Terris Amon Johnson 
Bowie, Maryland 

Vicki Renee Kilpatrick 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Rita Lynell Larkins
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Jamal James Long 
Bowie, Maryland 

Reuven Alexis Maldonado 
Odenton, Maryland 

Tahirah Sumayyah Martin 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

THE UNdErgrAdUATE PrOgrAm

College of Arts and Sciences
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London M. McAdams 
Waldorf, Maryland 

London P. McCree 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Brianna Renee Miles 
Suitland, Maryland 

Tiana Rose Miller 
Springdale, Maryland 

Justin Rapheal Million 
Gambrills, Maryland 

Donovan L. Moore 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Chianti P. Moorman 
Broadlands, Virginia 

Xavier Jerome Newson 
Fort Meade, Maryland

Tahja Latrice Norman 
Sicklerville, New Jersey 

Emmanuel Ikechukwu Ogbankwa
Bowie, Maryland 

Kelechi Okoro 
College Park, Maryland 

Francis Orlando
Crofton, Maryland 

Joiah Akweley Osborne 
Severn, Maryland 

Moude Osei 
Bowie, Maryland 

Thaddaeus Christopher Peay-Gardner 
Norristown, Pennsayvlia  

Imani M. Perry 
District Heights, Maryland 

Adan Pierre 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Erykah D. Price
Odenton, Maryland 

Adrien K. Rene 
Bowie, Maryland 

John Robinson 
Uniondale, New York

Anwar Alexis Rochee 
Glenn Dale, Maryland 

Madison E. Ruth 
Bowie, Maryland 

Clifford Eric Samuels 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Leree R. Simmons 
Baltimore, Maryland

Sudan Smith
Laurel, Maryland 

Nicole Vance 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Calil Damani Wilkins 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Katelynn Brittany Williams 
Washington, D.C.

Tamia C. Williams 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Jazmine Ciera Williamson 
West Haven, Connecticut

Breniya Michelle Winder 
Baltimore, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Ahmed S. Ashkar 
Greenbelt, Maryland 

Andrei R. Carillo 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Mark Andrew Goggin Jr.
Bowie, Maryland 

Kevin S. Hagaman 
Columbia, Maryland 

Jalil Merriman
Bowie, Maryland

Kimberly Antoinette Newby 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Lincoln A. Ross 
Bowie, Maryland 

Claudia Janette Sanchez 
Edgewood, Maryland 

Douglas Antonio Speaks 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Justin A. Taylor 
Laurel, Maryland 

Ejikeme Egesi Uzoanya
Bowie, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 

Michael O. Abiona 
Lanham, Maryland 

Henry O. Acosta Garcia 
Clinton, Maryland 

Chiebuka I. Ahaghotu 
Lanham, Maryland 

Darius Akinrimisi 
Bowie, Maryland 

Yousef Abdullah Alomairi 
North Chesterfield, Virginia 

Bader Jaber Alqahtani 
North Chesterfield, Virginia 

Christian D. Bannerman 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 
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Nicolas Bobb-Coppola 
College Park, Maryland 

William David Bowman IV 
Odenton, Maryland 

Rodney Boyd III 
Mitchellville, Maryland  

Tiona L. Brown 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Daniel D. Clark 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Kareem Z. Cromwell 
Catonsville, Maryland 

Fatih Muhammed Dondurur 
Crofton, Maryland 

Diamond C. Douglas 
Forestville, Maryland 

Monae Nicole Ester 
Lexington Park, Maryland 

Devinn D. Gleaton 
Odenton, Maryland 

Tyler B. Gore 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Ahmed Abdullah Hamdi 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Caleb R. Harrell-Patterson 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Terri Janera Jackson 
Annapolis, Maryland 

Elizah E. Jenkins 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Awa Jobe 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Brandon May 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Sweet Paul Mwafongo 
Laurel, Maryland 

Abidemi Oludare Ogunmefun 
Bowie, Maryland 

Victor Olakunle Olayinka 
Bowie, Maryland 

Jordan E. Philp 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 

Kambria D. Price 
Havre de Grace, Maryland 

Avion Tasker 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Oscar A. Tejada Cruz 
Germantown, Maryland 

Brendan Emmanuel  
     Jeanquil Williams 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Kobe K. Wright 
Temple Hills, Maryland  

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN GOVERNMENT

Blanca Yaneth Coello-Pavon 
Bladensburg, Maryland 

Kasandra O. Louis
College Park, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN GOVERNMENT 

Faisal Terad Almejel
Silver Spring, Maryland

Beatrice Fosua Amoateng 
Clarksburg, Maryland 

Derek C. Blackwell 
Capitol Heights, Maryland 

Allegra Jakelle Coleman 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Telicia M. Farmer 
Glenarden, Maryland 

Dejaris D. Holt 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Melvin Louis Johnson 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Emily J. Pitt 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 

Cheryl Denise Wallace 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN HISTORY 

Allah Patricia Bissahoyo
Hyattsville, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN HISTORY

Shaquana Renee Bradley 
Bowie, Maryland 

Olivia M. Chapman 
Columbia, Maryland 

Alexis Nicole Newby 
Laurel, Maryland 

Ciara Ne’Cole Pannell 
Germantown, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN THEATER

Delante T. Dates 
Bowie, Maryland 

Nathanael Blair Hatchett 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Lorenzo Miguel Henriquez 
Baltimore, Maryland
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Jasmine Jessica Matthews 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Feyisayo C. Orisadipe 
Columbia, Maryland 

Stephawn Pierre Stephens 
Washington, D.C.

Laikima K Williams
Uniondale, New York 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION  
AND DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS 

Unique Ajakaiye
Gaithersburg, Maryland 

Tatianna G. Blackett 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Desirae A. Blake 
Beltsville, Maryland

Deandre A. Bryant 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Chayla Nicole Duppins
Germantown, Maryland 

Ricky Hal James Fields II 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Shamika Jeanette Gary 
Odenton, Maryland 

Reese W. Harrison 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Aaron Jamal Holliday Jr. 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Lashaya A. Johnson 
District Heights, Maryland 

Ajenae Lashae Jordan 
 Washington, D.C.

Elizabeth Keenan 
College Park, Maryland 

Michael Alexander Kelly 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Maleik Ray Lewis 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Kaylin Rose Luces 
Landover, Maryland 

Kandice Jalynn Morton
Dundalk, Maryland 

Olusegun Idris Musitafa 
Greenbelt, Maryland 

Ronald William Palmer
Waldorf, Maryland 

Tiffani J. Rice 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Michael Dallas Taylor 
Clinton, Maryland 

Terrence Waddy 
Clinton, Maryland 

Alia Webb 
Suitland, Maryland 

Brian M. Whittington 
Bowie, Maryland 

College of Business

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Victoria C. Achumba
Bowie, Maryland

Adebola L. Adekoga
Bowie, Maryland 

Adesola Zainab Adesoye 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Fahad Hussain Aldosariy
McLean, Virginia 

Ismael Bah Ali 
Bowie, Maryland 

Saad Abdullah Alkhyaily 
Al Jubail, Saudi Arabia 

Kiara Lashae Allen 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Abdullah Almadani 
Washington, D.C.

Meshal Almutair 
Halethorpe, Maryland 

Hazza Aiyedh A. Almutairi 
Herndon, Virginia 

Maram Ahmed Alolaqi 
Arlington, Virginia 

Mohammed Sami Alothman
Laurel, Maryland 

Khalid Ali Alqarni 
Alexandria, Virginia  

Abdullatif Mohammed Alrashdi 
Herndon, Virgiinia
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Nada Alhumaidi Alrashdi
Alexandria, Virginia  

Sultan G. Alshahrani 
Tyson, Virginia 

Fahad Alshammari 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Schawntrisicia D. Alston 
La Plata, Maryland 

Enad Mohammed Alzaidi 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Aaron Avery Anderson
Accokeek, Maryland 

Karla Antoinette Andrews 
Bowie, Maryland 

Samuel Chinasa Asimobi 
Bowie, Maryland 

Traevon D. Battle 
Washington, D.C.

Jasmine Tamia Monee’ Beckham 
Brandywine, Maryland 

Abdulaziz Saleh Ben Mohaya 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Jessica Mariah Best
Glenarden, Maryland 

Sydney Melita Best 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Breon Louis Boatwright
Waldorf, Maryland 

LaKayla D. Bostick
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Joyce Ornella Bozeko 
New Carrollton, Maryland 

Quentin J. Braswell 
Parkville, Maryland 

Rebecca Lauren Burghardt 
Hollywood, Maryland 

Olajuwon Nsilo Casey 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Ashleigh-Ann Danielle Clarke 
Laurel, Maryland 

Camille Jacqueline Coates 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Devante Connor 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Stedman T. Cook 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Kierra M. Daniels 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Jarrod Tyler Davis 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Kai Genesis Deberry-Bostick 
Washington, D.C.

Brittanese Lani Dobyns 
Gwynn Oak, Maryland 

Alexandra C. Espeut 
Davidsonville, Maryland 

Darryl Scot Felton II
Bowie, Maryland 

Rolla Jameel Filfilan
Makkah, Saudi Arabia 

Aaron Tachoes French 
Owings Mills, Maryland 

David Derek Fulton 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Devin Gallion 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Cydni M. Gilliam 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Justin Romond Glover 
Clinton, Maryland 

JaBri Shannae Gregory-Miller 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Destinee Hamilton
Odenton, Maryland 

Imani Alexis Harrington
Bowie, Maryland 

Sade Dominique Haughton
Landover, Maryland 

Cameron Louis Hayes 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Mia DeChelle Hayes 
Washington, D.C.

Richard Owen Hayes
Bowie, Maryland 

Steven Charles Heilig
Denton, Maryland 

Codie La Hicks 
Bryans Road, Maryland 

Anna E. Huntley 
Gwynn Oak, Maryland 

Lisa S. Hurt
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Megan Chanelle Idokogi 
Havre de Grace, Maryland 

Ashley Denisha James 
Berwyn Heights, Maryland 

Tasheena J. Johnson 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Henri E. Keita 
Bowie, Maryland 

Mekhi King 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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Afiyah Knight 
Greenbelt, Maryland 

Andre James Lake
Laurel, Maryland 

Shannon A. Little 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Alyssa Jamayra Logan 
Lanham, Maryland 

Malik Lonon
Clinton, Maryland 

David Lopez 
Bowie, Maryland 

Kaitlin Lowery 
Bowie, Maryland 

Jane Rachel Flores Lucas
District Heights, Maryland 

Abner Isai Martinez 
Hagerstown, Maryland 

Levi D. Mason 
Washington, D.C.

Kiah McGill 
Washington, D.C.

Jaylin T. Miles 
Mount Rainier, Maryland 

Namon Joseph Mitchell III
Bryans Road, Maryland 

Nya Morton 
Washington, D.C.

Shaakirah Alliah Shelby Muhammad 
Randallstown, Maryland 

Najah A. Muhammad Cross
Cambridge, Maryland 

Mark Murphy 
Capitol Heights, Maryland

Senesie M. Ndolleh 
College Park, Maryland 

Alexander Ervin Neal 
Columbia, Maryland 

Dana Neufville 
Bowie, Maryland 

Helen Nowlin 
Clinton, Maryland

Noah Nwachukwu 
Bowie, Maryland 

Victor Ikenna Nwakaihe
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Sandra O. Nwankwo 
Owings Mills, Maryland 

Chelsea Okoroh 
Glenarden, Maryland 

Bellanza Philogene 
Salisbury, Maryland 

Angele Pohoue
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Jalen Marquise Proctor 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Grasiela D. Rincon 
Laurel, Maryland 

Cody Allen Roberts
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Destiny V. Robinson 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Bethany Ann Ruth Rollinson 
Clinton, Maryland 

Addie Sesson 
Clinton, Maryland 

Rolanda Carlene Simpson 
Oxon Hill, Maryland 

Nina Jean Slattery 
Crofton, Maryland 

Brianna Rochelle Smith 
Laurel, Maryland 

Kristen Yvana Smith 
Bowie, Maryland 

Tiye M. Smith 
Bowie, Maryland 

Stefon R. Somers
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Iyana R. Stancil 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Bobby Montreal Stanley 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Olivia Marie Stevens
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Danae C. Stewart
Nottingham, Maryland 

Jamieson L. Stewart 
Landover, Maryland 

Breanna Marie Stroman 
Germantown, Maryland 

Edward Earl Thomas
Lanham, Maryland

Jordan Morlai Townsend
Waldorf. Maryland 

Bruce A. Tyler Jr.
Waldorf, Maryland 

Deja M. Vonhendricks 
Gambrills, Maryland 

Zachary Marquis Wages 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Alexis Lanique Walker 
Odenton, Maryland

College of Business
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College of Business

Jasmine Michelle Walls 
Indian Head, Maryland 

Gregory Bryant Ward
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Roderick Douglas Watson II
Cheverly, Maryland 

Anya Marissa West 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Keara Ronaye Williams 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Myani G. Williams 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Randel R. Williams 
Lanham, Maryland 

Shyann Nicole Williams 
Lexington Park, Maryland 

Kirk D. Williams II 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Candy Witter 
Mount Rainier, Maryland 

Fidel S. Zawolo 
Bryans Road, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Martha Angelina Azucena-Villatoro 
Lanham, Maryland 

Christina Marie Brown 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Kimberly Suzzane Cotton 
Potomac, Maryland 

Shayla R. David 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Ariana Leann Epps
Laurel, Maryland 

Tishay Karmillah Green 
Greenbelt, Maryland 

Yarim Yasmil Heureaux 
Landover, Maryland 

Caitland B. Okorafor 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Jaydah M. Parrison 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Silvia Yanneth Ramos Rios 
Riverdale, Maryland 

Chelsian Bianca Smith 
Bowie, Maryland 

Brianna Justine Sunkett 
Glenn Dale, Maryland 

Alondra D. Thomas-Velarde 
Bowie, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 

Dejour Lashay Brown
Irving, Texas

Sarahi M. Casimiro
Severn, Maryland 

Paul Douglas Fernandez 
Pasadena, Maryland 

Jyade Francis Lonzaga Gabriel 
Bowie, Maryland 

Caitlin Ciara McCrimmon 
Washington, D.C.

Curtis James Murray 
Clinton, Maryland 

Kennedy McKellan Sorey 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Nyair R. Washington
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Leighton Earl Williams 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Tamesha D. Woods 
Newport News, Virginia 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN SPORT MANAGEMENT 

Robert S. Adams 
Baltimore, Maryland  

Armoni G. Baker 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Shayla P. Bell 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Todjenee Keyona Ford 
California, Maryland 

College of Education
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Ryan Anthony Cooper Friend 
Windsor Mills, Maryland 

Lauren M. Gill-Jacob 
North East, Maryland

Willie Johnson-Brooks 
Indian Head, Maryland 

La’Shaughn Antoine’ Jones 
District Heights, Maryland 

Bamidele Lawal-Scott 
District Heights, Maryland 

Alexander Thomas Stanley Mayo 
Bowie, Maryland 

Elijah Miner
Arnold, Maryland 

RJ Rountree 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Reicardo A. Smith 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Stephen Chuks Tolan
Bowie, Maryland

Emanuel Tucker Jr. 
Burtonsville, Maryland 

Tyric Turner
Clinton, Maryland

College of Education

College of Professional Studies

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

Julian S. Cullins 
Owings Mills, Maryland 

Destiny Marie Daniel 
West Hartford, Connecticut

Valencia Ciera Johnson
Silver Spring, Maryland  

Algejadcrist B. Molina
Bowie, Maryland

Raven Elizabeth Sessoms
Odenton, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN PSYCHOLOGY

Ashley Michelle Younger
Springdale, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CHILD AND  
ADOLESCENT STUDIES 

Nyles B. Adkins
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Johari R. Baldwin
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Chloe Riana Bowden-Davis 
Gwynn Oak, Maryland 

Jada Bryant-Roland 
Laurel, Maryland 

Daisha Denise Capers 
District Heights, Maryland 

Taylor D. Cockrell 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Kaiya D. Cullum 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Nykirah Ellis 
Accokeek, Maryland 

Antonae Natassia Gilchrist 
Greenbelt, Maryland 

Tiera Janelle Gloster 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Daisha Imani Hammel 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Abigail Sigourney Hunt 
Pasadena, Maryland 

Amani L. Johnson 
Laurel, Maryland 

Francesca R. Keys 
Washington, D.C.

Abigail S. Kingston 
Bowie, Maryland 

Rakiatu Gloria Labay-Kamara 
Hughesville, Maryland 

Jean Lanier 
Rockville, Maryland 

Mia C. Lee 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Zoria Lewis 
Washington, D.C.

Myriam Martin 
Laurel, Maryland 

Jordan McDonald 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Betania Pineda Castillo 
Capitol Heights, Maryland 

Dionne Akiba Ramsey-Redhead 
Riverdale, Maryland 

Aahna Nichole Reynolds 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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College of Professional Studies

Mia E. Ringgold 
Aberdeen, Maryland 

Shatia Ayana Robinson-Blaylock
Gwynn Oak, Maryland 

Sarah Furui Ruben 
Kensington, Maryland 

Mariama E. Sesay 
Washington, D.C.

Maxine Simon 
Lanham, Maryland 

Christiana Shanae Stovall 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Thaddeus Trent 
Bowie, Maryland 

Baaraca Songhia Wilder 
Laurel, Maryland 

Cheyenne A. Wilder 
Mount Vernon, New York 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

Seidah Miriam Akinbinu
New Carrollton, Maryland 

Christen Dana Andrews 
Accokeek, Maryland 

Moetaz Wajdi Ashkar 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Lorinda Bangura
Laurel, Maryland 

Abdul-Med Manaff Bangura Jr. 
Fort Washington, Maryland

Gerniya L. Battle 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Jaelyn Courtney Belt 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 

Kristopher Eugene Beynum 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Abdullah Sultan Binruwaishd 
Frostburg, Maryland 

Imari C. Brandon 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Aniya Erica Campbell 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Nailah Campbell 
Laurel, Maryland 

Janelle Annette Carter 
Laurel, Maryland 

Armani N. Claggett
Lusby, Maryland 

Adriane Michelle Clayton 
White Plains, Maryland 

Carrie Chantel Crawley 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Taleka L. Dalton 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Chyna M. Davis 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Daja Dorsey 
Clarksburg, Maryland

Cholly M. Estes
District Heights, Maryland 

Jonae M. Exum 
Owings Mills Maryland 

Sha’Nea Da’Shae Georges 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Layel N. Givens-Sanders 
Columbia, Maryland 

Devon J. Goodwin 
Annapolis, Maryland 

Jada M. Harris 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Fatima Jibrin Hassan 
Bowie, Maryland 

Hannah K. Hill-St. Bernard
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Chontell M. Hillary 
Brandywine, Maryland 

John G. Hines III 
Oriental, North Carolina 

Asiah Monique Howard 
Bowie, Maryland 

Kira J. Jefferson 
Springdale, Maryland 

Valencia Ciera Johnson 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Nathaniel J. Jones 
Bowie, Maryland 

Shadon L. Jules 
Accokeek, Marylannd

Michael Ernest-Joseph Kelly 
District Heights, Maryland 

Tori R. King
Clinton, Maryland

Indea Jacqueline Kirby
Capitol Heights, Maryland 

Kiara R. Lee 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Kalyn Dionna Mack 
Washington, D.C.

Iesha Sophia Marks 
Bowie, Maryland 
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College of Professional Studies

Emily B. Melgar
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Francis L. Moore 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Vanessa Shante Moorer 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Keneisha Kaleisha Morris 
Laurel, Maryland 

Jasmin C. Njie 
Laurel, Maryland 

Obianuju Paula Okonjo 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Richard E. Oshokoya 
Bowie, Maryland 

Ketsia Paul 
Glenn Dale, Maryland 

Makayla M. Peterson 
Elkton, Maryland 

Dasia N. Phillips
Catonsville, Maryland

Taylor Pickeral
Bowie, Maryland 

David Eugene Pittman III 
Accokeek, Maryland

Deajah D. Pulliam 
Oxon Hill, Maryland 

Dominique B. Sanchez-Feenster
Baltimore, Maryland

Kendra S. Scarlett 
Columbia, Maryland 

E’Man Scott-Leach 
Clinton, Maryland 

Nathan Daniel Smith
Capitol Heights, Maryland

Simone M. Smith 
Fort Washington, Maryland

Kayla L. Smith-Owens 
Chesapeake Beach, Maryland

Nia S. Spann 
Accokeek, Maryland 

Jeannai Ernestine Spencer 
Washington, D.C.

Brielle L. Stewart 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Imani Miracle Thomas 
Laurel, Maryland 

Tevin Terrell Thomas 
Indian Head, Maryland 

Delrease Tibbs Jr. 
Bowie, Maryland 

Emma Chimoli Wakhanala 
Riverdale, Maryland 

Jordan M. Ward
Bowie, Maryland 

Derick Anthony Waring II 
Bowie, Maryland 

Destiny Washington 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Kortney Wells 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Destini Williams 
Uniondale, New York 

India Alexis Wilson 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Danielle Teishana Wood 
District Heights, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING 

Gifty Esaah Adade 
Bowie, Maryland 

Beatrice Ajongwa 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Dominique Victoria Baker 
Bowie, Maryland 

Tiara C. Billy 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Erica M. Burke 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Arian Ranchesca  
     Fajardo Carlos 
Bowie, Maryland 

Chinedu Chiaghanam 
College Park, Maryland 

Kennon Charles Davis 
Randallstown, Maryland 

Trisha Nicole Lucero  
     Delos Reyes 
Bowie, Maryland 

Maria Zsallerdie Fle  
     Manganti Fernandez 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Briana D. Gaines
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Jeane M. Gbaye 
Laurel, Maryland 

Ayantu M. Gemechu 
Adelphi, Maryland 

Mariah Gibau 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Earl E’Jazz Gray 
Yonkers, New York 
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College of Professional Studies

Stephanie S. Hyacinth 
Bowie, Maryland 

Valerie N. Hyacinth 
Bowie, Maryland 

Temitope Modupe Ikusika
Bowie, Maryland

Tammia N. Johnson 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Maimunah Mabinty Kamara 
Laurel, Maryland 

Sussan Ifeoma Mattsson
Laurel, Maryland 

Winifred Nchockngam Mepha 
Lanham, Maryland 

Maria Ceniza Miranda
Bowie, Maryland 

Fauzia Neizme Nasralla 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Monique Donnelle Nelson 
Bowie, Maryland 

Emmerencia Nkezi Ngwenyi 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Manfred Nenge Nusta 
Beltsville, Maryland 

Urella Nwabueze
Severn, Maryland 

Ashley Nicole O’Brien 
Stevensville, Maryland 

Oluwatomiyin Omotade-Adeniyi
Laurel, Maryland 

Abigail Nkechinyere Opara 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Talaya T. Plowden
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Cheynee N. Richberg
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Cynthia Roselyne Sab 
Bowie, Maryland      

Monica H. Veney 
Hyattsville, Maryland  

Brittany M. Williams 
Windsor Mill, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN PSYCHOLOGY

Lateefat O. Afolabi 
Capitol Heights, Maryland 

Omosefe N. Aledan 
Washington, D.C.

Aseyah J. Alexander 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Tiffani N. Arrington 
Landover, Maryland 

Aniayah Sheree Beckford 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Kristie Belt 
Silver Spring, Maryland 

Melvin Blackwell 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

Jessica Gwendolyn Branch 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Jasmyne Elyse Brevner 
Clarksburg, Maryland 

Joelle Peace Brika 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Kinaia N. Brown 
Bowie, Maryland 

Samaya Madison-Simone Brown 
Owings Mills, Maryland 

Jessica Renee Butts
Adelphi, Maryland 

Tea Sharae Candi Caines 
Westbury, New York 

Malik J. Clarke 
Lanham, Maryland 

Aneirra M. Coates
Washington, D.C.

Marquia D. Coleman 
Severn, Maryland 

Najiba Conteh 
Beltsville, Maryland 

Rodenard W. Davis III 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Rony-Gildas E. Ekeme 
Springdale, Maryland 

Anthony James Essex 
Lanham, Maryland 

Makayla A. Falowo 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Taylor E. Forbes 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Rhaven Raynece Ford 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Areana Garcia 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Domonique G. Glover 
Largo, Maryland 

Lorena E. Gonzalez Ticas
Laurel, Maryland 

Cierra U. Green 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Aliyah A. Harris 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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Kirstynn D. Higdon 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Destinee Renee’ Hitchens 
Ellicott City, Maryland 

Desha April Jenkins 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Erika Rene Johnson 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Kelli Annette Johnson 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

John T. Johnson IV
Washington, D.C.

Paige M. Jones 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Brandon Charles King 
Laurel, Maryland 

LaShawn Crystal McRae 
Lanham, Maryland 

Deaira Danielle Moore 
Odenton, Maryland 

Shanique Pottinger 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Niyala E. Pritchett 
Greenbelt, Maryland 

Kaitlyn A. Prochazka 
Edgewater, Maryland 

London S. Proctor 
White Plains, Maryland 

Brittany A. Proctor-Fells 
Laurel, Maryland 

Briona Redmond 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Makalynn Richardson 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Shetia Sequoia Richardson
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Tamara M. Robinson 
Suitland, Maryland 

Mikel Rosenboro 
Waldorf, Maryland 

D’Era N. Ross 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Marielle Schooler 
Greenbelt, Maryland 

Charity T. Shipmon
Capitol Heights, Maryland 

Iyana Jabr’E Talley 
Waldorf, Maryland 

Arianna C. Taylor
Washington, D.C.

Taylor Brianna Tyce-Green 
Washington, D.C.

Ieona R. Vernon
Baltimore, Maryland 

Selena Faith Amanda Walker
Riverdale, Maryland 

Kaliah Raelynn Wedge 
Burtonsville, Maryland 

Morgan E. White 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Brianna Wiafe 
Manchester, Connecticut 

Destini Renee Williams
Laurel, Maryland 

Layla Anisa Woodfork
Waldorf, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN SOCIOLOGY 

Umar Rasheed Abdus-Salaam
Washington, D.C.

Andy Chris Atembina 
North Potomac, Maryland 

Ibrahim Ibn Aziz 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Desiree M. Butler 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Fatoumata Camara 
Adelphi, Maryland 

Raheema Ashiedua Collison-Cofie 
Stafford, Virginia 

Maisha Lee Crockett 
Laurel, Maryland 

Jade Y. Greenhill 
White Plains, Maryland 

Michael Duayne Howell 
Mitchellville, Maryland

Brooke L. Johnson 
Temple Hills, Maryland 

Mariah Johnson 
Laurel, Maryland 

Brandyn J. Parrish 
Laurel, Maryland 

Richard Edward Patterson 
Landover, Maryland 

Cynthia Patricia Pendleton 
Laurel, Maryland 

Patricia Perry 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 

Khaila J. Thompson 
Fort Washington, Maryland 

College of Professional Studies
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College of Professional Studies

T’Andre Marcell Tyre 
Frederick, Maryland 

Hephza Varghese 
Beltsville, Maryland 

Carolyn Yvonne Wallace 
Crofton, Maryland 

Arcadia S. Winston
Annapolis, Maryland 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN SOCIAL WORK 

Hope Chioma Achonu
New Carrolton, Maryland 

Illyanna Atkins 
Owings Mills, Maryland 

Regina Victoria Brown 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 

Maliyah B. Davis 
Odenton, Maryland 

Sydnee Monet Drye 
Clinton, Maryland

Denia R. Hale 
Halethorpe, Maryland 

Kathryn Lonise Harris 
Clinton, Maryland 

Loseh F. Ishicheli 
Lanham, Maryland 

Leila Marae Jones 
Bowie, Maryland 

Symone M. Lee 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Michelle Martinez 
Hagerstown, Maryland 

Brianna McClain 
Bowie, Maryland 

Latriz M. Mimiko 
Bowie, Maryland 

Jazmin Morant 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Breonte’ Arielle Owens 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Naesha E. Purnell 
Cambridge, Maryland 

Digna M. Reyes 
Hyattsville, Maryland 

Joshua Owen Ridenour 
Arnold, Maryland 

Tre’shaun K. Rodgers 
Bowie, Maryland 

Maoli Sanchez Encarnacion 
Mount Ranier, Maryland 

Koby T. Willis 
Camp Springs, Maryland 

James William Wright III 
Lanham, Maryland 
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2021 Commissioned Officers

2LT Lateefat Olamide Afolabi
B.S. — Psychology 

Medical Service Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Lakayla Diane Bostick
B.S. — Business Administration 

Transportation Corps — U .S . Army Reserves

2LT Joyneida L. Brown
M.A. — Organizational Communications 

Transportation Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Willy Cheruiyot
M.A. — Human Resource Development

Finance Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Joel Coltson
B.A. — Communications

Military Intelligence Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Olivia Marie Chapman
B.A. — History and Government

Armor — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT James Harris
B.A. — Communications

Cyber Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Kevin Stone Hagaman 
B.S. — Computer Science 

Military Intelligence Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Diamond Shakira Hodo
B.A. — Communications 

Signal Corps — U .S . Army Reserves

2LT Erica Denise Kendall
M.Ed. — School Counseling

Chemical Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Jamal Long
B.S. — Communications

Infantry — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Justin Million
B.S. — Communications 

Infantry — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Reuven Maldonado
B.A. — Communications

Signal Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Algejadcrist B. Molina
B.S. — Criminal Justice

Chemical Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Xavier Newson
B.A. — Communications

Chemical Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Francis Orlando
B.A. — Communications

Medical Services Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Adan Pierre
B.A. — Communications 

Signal Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Ranelle Skipper
Master of Public Administration

Transportation Corps — U .S . Army Active Duty

2LT Ashlee Diamond Tunstall
B.S. — Sociology

Transportation Corps — U .S . Army Reserves

2LT Kyle Isaish Tunstall
B.S. — Criminal Justice

Transportation Corps — U .S Army Reserves

THE UNdErgrAdUATE PrOgrAm
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ACAdEmiC COmmENCEmENT TrAdiTiONS

The Medallion

The ceremonial chain is being worn by an increasing number of leaders 
in higher education . The chain designed for Bowie State University, an 
institution rich in tradition, is one that depicts the university’s heritage .

The ceremonial medallion offers a unique opportunity to honor the presiding 
president and the former presidents of the university . The Bowie State University 
medallion includes the university seal, which is three and one-eighth inches in 
diameter surrounded by a decorative bezel . Each presidential banner that makes 
up the chain is one and three-eighths inches . Each banner is inscribed with each 
former president’s name and term of office .
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ACAdEmiC COmmENCEmENT TrAdiTiONS

The Mace and Academic Regalia

THE MACE

The mace, introduced in twelfth century France by Philip II and in 
England by Richard I, was designed as an emblem signifying the 
authority of state officials, sergeants-at-arms, royal bodyguards and 

ecclesiastical dignitaries . It has been adopted for its symbolism by colleges 
and universities in the United States and is traditionally borne in academic 
processions by the faculty marshal .

The Bowie State University mace stands 50 inches tall and contains design 
details that represent the rich legacy of the institution’s history and pay 
homage to its alma mater . The tapered mahogany staff bears seven, gold-
plated engraved banners that designate major epochs in the school’s 
history and changes in its name . 

The staff supports an eight-inch brass flame that sits atop a four-sided base, 
with each side displaying a three-inch, gold-plated medallion . One side 
of the base features a medallion with the university seal – the opposing 
side depicts a replica of the African Baptist Chapel on Saratoga Street in 
Baltimore, where the original school was founded in 1865 . The other two 
medallions bear the words, “Flame of Faith” and “Torch of Truth,” echoed 
in the alma mater . The lyrics carry the hope that Bowie State will continue 
to serve generations of students for years to come .

ACADEMIC REGALIA

The custom of wearing academic dress can be traced to the Middle Ages when scholars were also clerics and 
wore the costume of their monastic order . The hood originally was a cowl attached to the gown, which could be 
slipped over the head for warmth . The cap, originally round, later became the square mortarboard commonly 

seen today .

Under contemporary rules of protocol, only holders of the doctorate may wear the four-sided, six-sided, or eight-
sided velvet tam . The gown worn varies according to the degree earned . The bachelor’s gown, for example, is worn 
closed and can be distinguished from the rest by its long pointed sleeves . The master’s gown is designed to be worn 
open, with slits at the elbow of the sleeves to accommodate the arms . The doctor’s gown, also worn open, has full, 
bell-shaped sleeves with three horizontal bars stitched across the upper arm . A velvet panel that is stitched down the 
front edges is draped around the neck .

The doctor’s hood is four feet long, of fuller shape, and rounded at the base . The hood is bordered with velvet, the 
color of which typically indicates the field of study in which the wearer’s degree was earned: dark blue for philosophy; 
light blue for education; orange for engineering; gold/yellow for science; green for medicine; salmon pink for public 
health; purple for law; white for arts and letters, etc . The silk lining of the hood carries the colors of the institution 
that granted the degree . If more than one degree is held, the gown and hood symbolic of the highest degree are worn .
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UNivErSiTy SySTEm OF mAryLANd

University System of Maryland Board of Regents
Ms. Linda R. Gooden, Chair

Mr . Barry P . Gossett 
Vice-Chair

Mr . Gary L . Attman 
Treasurer

Mr . William T . Wood 
Assistant Treasurer

Dr . Michelle A . Gourdine 
Secretary

Mr . Robert D . Rauch 
Assistant Secretary

Mr . Joseph Bartenfelder 
Ex-Officio

Ms . Kelly M . Schulz 
Ex-Officio

Ms . Aaliyah Edwards 
Student Regent

Mr . Nathaniel Sansom 
Student Regent

Ms . Ellen Fish

BOwiE STATE UNivErSiTy

Bowie State University Foundation Board of Directors

Mr. Gordon Sampson, Chairperson 

Mr . Ron Busby

Mr . Charles Exum

Ms . LaVerne Gray

Ms . Pauline Markward 

Mr . Alfonzo Powell

Mr . James Selvaggi

Mr . Jim Simpson

University System of Maryland Chancellor
Dr. Jay A. Perman

Mr . Gary Gill

Mr . Geoff J . Gonella

Mr . James Holzapfel

Ms . D ’Ana Johnson

Mr . Isiah Leggett

Mr . Robert R . Neall

Mr . Louis Pope

Mr . Robert L . Wallace

Mr . William Steen

Ms . Betty Brown Turner

Mr . Louis Williams
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BOwiE STATE UNivErSiTy

University Cabinet

Dr. Aminta H. Breaux 
President

Bowie State University Board of Visitors

Mr . David C . Harrington, Chair

Mr . Earl Adams Jr ., Esq .

Mr . Gary Brooks

Dr . Marco Clark

Mr . Mark Cole

Ms . Rhonda Dallas

Ms . Veronica Jeon

Pastor Ylawnda Peebles

Mr . Dwayne Robinson

Ms . Diane Williams

Col . Marilyn D . Wills

Dr . Carl Goodman
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Ms . Karen J . Shaheed, Esq .
Executive Vice President and General Counsel 

Chief of Staff to the President

Mr . Anthony P . Savia
Vice President for Administration and Finance

Dr . Brian O . Clemmons 
Vice President for Enrollment Management

Dr . Demetrius P . Johnson
Vice President for Student Affairs

Mr . Brent Swinton
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

Mr . Maurice Tyler
Vice President for Information Technology

Ms . Cassandra Robinson
Director of University Relations and Marketing

Mr . Clyde Doughty Jr .
Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics and Recreation
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Mr . David Grogan

Mr . Anthony Jefferson

Mr . Larry Johnson

Ms . Rachel Leonidas

Ms . Tara Lewis

Ms . Addie Martin

Ms . Deborah McFarland

Mr . Ricardo Mitchell

Ms . Annette Wedderburn

Mr . Weyden Wedderburn

Ms . Monique White-Chiselom

National Alumni Association Officers
Mr. Darren Swain, President 

BOwiE STATE UNivErSiTy

Dr . Carl Goodman, Provost  
General Chair 

Ms . Nancy Martin 
Chair

Mr . Michael McGee 
President, Graduate  
Student Association

Kortney Wells 
President, Student  
Government Association

Ms . Aminat Ariyo 
President, Senior Class

Ms . Victoria Achumba  
Elections Chair, Student  
Government Association

Mr . Michael Atkins

Ms . Thomasina Boardley

Captain James Booker

Mr . Brad Bothun

Dr . Shirelle Briscoe

Ms . Yvette Caldwell

Ms . Damita Chambers

Ms . Shari Christie 

Mr . Clyde Doughty

Mr . Michael Fleishman

Mr . Jonathan Garris

Ms . Morgan Gilpatrick

Ms . Kellie Green

Mr . Joshua Gunn

Ms . Carla Henry Hopkins

Ms . Chandra Hicks 

Ms . Carla Hopkins

Dr . Jacqueline Jackson-Palmer

Ms . Audrey Lucas

Ms . Shannon Miles

Mr . Harold Morton

Ms . Cassandra Robinson

Mr . Anthony Savia

LT Lashelle Stanback 

Dr . Otis Thomas

Mr . Jabari Walker

Ms . Annette Wedderburn 

Commencement Committee
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University History

Bowie State University is an outgrowth of a school 
opened in Baltimore, Maryland, by an organization 
dedicated to offering educational opportunities 

that the state failed to provide for its black citizens . From 
those humble beginnings, Bowie State has become a 
comprehensive university with more than 6,200 diverse 
students, offering 23 undergraduate majors and 35 
master’s, doctoral and advanced certification programs 
in a broad range of disciplines . Bowie State University 
continues to build on its legacy of providing access to 
high-quality education .

FOUNDING OF THE FIRST SCHOOL

The Baltimore Association for the Moral and Educational 
Improvement of the Colored People was organized in 
1864 by 46 men, comprised of businessmen, lawyers, 
clergymen and Quakers, committed to opening schools 
to educate the state’s newly emancipated citizens . One 
of those men was Joseph M . Cushing, an outspoken  
champion for the education of the black population .

As chairman of the Educational Committee for 
Maryland’s Constitutional Convention in 1864, Cushing 
chastised the committee’s refusal to fund schools for 
black people: “There will come a time when this state 
will be forced by public opinion to provide means for 
educating our colored population .”

The association opened its first Baltimore school, School 
#1, on January 9, 1865, in the African Baptist Church in 
Crane’s Building on the corner of Calvert and Saratoga 
streets . The school offered courses in the elements of 
education . Courses to train teachers were added in 1866 . 

The facility was woefully inadequate . In 1867, with the 
aid of the Freedmen’s Bureau, the Quakers of England 
and others, the Baltimore Association purchased and 
renovated the Old Friends Meeting House at the corner 
of Saratoga and Courtland streets to house the Baltimore 
Normal School for Colored Teachers . 

MOVE TO BOWIE

After repeated petitions from the Baltimore Normal 
School trustees, the state legislature authorized the 
Board of Education to assume control of the school in 
1908 and redesignated it as State Normal School No . 3, 
finally fulfilling the dream of Cushing and the Baltimore 
Association . By 1910, the state decided to relocate the 
school to Bowie, Maryland, purchasing a 187-acre tract 
formerly known as Jericho Farm dating to 1716 . The school 
opened at the new location in 1911 with about 60 students 
and Don Speed Smith Goodloe as the first black man to 
head the school as principal . In 1914, its name changed 
to the Maryland Normal and Industrial School at Bowie .

Under President Leonidas James, the school began a two-
year professional curriculum in teacher education in 
1925, which expanded to a three-year program in 1931 . 
A four-year program to train elementary school teachers 
was introduced in 1935, and the school was renamed the 
Maryland Teachers College at Bowie .

Teacher education continued to expand under the 25-
year tenure of President William Henry . The institution 
established programs to train teachers for junior high 
school (1951) and secondary education (1961) and 
advanced toward becoming a liberal arts college .  

TRANSITION TO A STATE LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE 

The Maryland State Legislature authorized the college 
to become Bowie State College in 1963, following the 
establishment of a liberal arts program . New majors  
in English, history and general social science were added, 
expanding offerings beyond teacher education .

Under President Samuel Myers, the college established 
its first graduate degree program, offering the Master 
of Education in 1969 . The first director of the graduate 
division was Dr . J . Alexander Wiseman, a graduate of the 
Maryland Teachers College at Bowie and the first African-
American to earn a doctoral degree from the University 
of Maryland, College Park .
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EMERGENCE AS A COMPREHENSIVE UNIVERSITY

In 1988, Bowie State College became Bowie State 
University under President James Lyons, reflecting 
significant growth in academic programs, enrollment 
and community service . On the same day, the university 
also became one of the member institutions of the newly 
formed University System of Maryland .

Bowie State University gained recognition as a leader in 
the education of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) disciplines . In 1995, Bowie State 
won an 11-year, $27 million award from the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration/National Science 
Foundation, becoming one of only six national Model 
Institutions for Excellence in STEM .

TODAY’S BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY

Bowie State University ranks among the nation’s top 
comprehensive universities, cultivating next-generation 
leaders by providing opportunities for students to discover 
their strengths through focused academic experiences and 
opportunities to tackle real-world problems .

Money .com ranks Bowie State #3 among public 
historically Black colleges and universities ranked as best-
value schools, and U .S . News & World Report continues 
to rank Bowie State among the top 30 historically black 
colleges and universities . Bowie State’s cybersecurity 
programs are recognized as a National Center for 
Academic Excellence in Information Assurance 
Education by the National Security Agency and the 
Department of Homeland Security . 

Now more than ever, Bowie State University is 
committed to preparing students for success in a highly 
technological, global society .



Page 39Bowie State University Spring 2021 Commencement Back to top

BOwiE STATE UNivErSiTy

University Highlights

KEY HONORS

•   U.S. News & World Report ranks Bowie State in the top 
30 historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs), 
and Money .com lists Bowie State among the nation’s best 
value colleges and universities .

•   Bowie State’s cybersecurity programs are recognized as a 
National Center for Academic Excellence in Information 
Assurance Education by the National Security Agency 
and the Department of Homeland Security .

•   The College of Education has maintained continuous 
accreditation of its professional teacher programs by the 
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE) since 1954 . The college has also received 
national recognition for the quality of its partnerships 
with local schools that place student interns .

FIRST-CLASS TEACHING & RESEARCH

•   Undergraduate natural sciences students who choose 
a research track work with faculty mentors to find 
breakthroughs in health and medicine .

•   By partnering with local school districts, the College 
of Education has launched initiatives to prepare more 
students to become certified educators .

•   The Bowie Business Innovation Center, a partnership 
with the city of Bowie, is Maryland’s only business 
incubator at an HBCU . Students interested in starting 
a business can enroll in the new entrepreneurship and 
small business management program and get support 
from the Entrepreneurship Academy .

LEADING BOWIE STATE INTO THE FUTURE

Bowie State University empowers more than 6,200 students with a rigorous curriculum and the support they need to 
find their strengths and prepare to compete in a changing world . The university has made great strides on the path to 
becoming one of the nation’s best comprehensive universities, with expanding academic initiatives and new modern 
facilities that provide opportunities for innovative teaching, learning and research .

CAMPUS IMPROVEMENTS

•   Entrepreneurship Living Learning Community is set 
to open in fall 2021 as a hub of innovation and home 
to 500+ students, designed to nurture their passion to 
start a business .

•   The Center for Natural Sciences, Mathematics 
and Nursing includes research and instructional 
laboratories, flexible classrooms, a nursing simulation 
wing and a fully enclosed greenhouse . 

•   The Fine and Performing Arts Center has the 
distinction of being an All-Steinway facility, featuring 
only the prestigious Steinway pianos in both practice 
and performance spaces .

•   The Student Center received LEED Gold certification 
for its environmentally sustainable design, making 
Bowie State the first HBCU to receive that honor for a 
student center .
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1 .  Mr. Leonard Waterman 
*Principal (1865–1866)

2 .  Mr. H.F. Hartwell  
*Principal (1866–1869)

3 .  Mr. P. J. Doran 
*Principal (1869–1870)

4 .  Mrs. Anne Coore 
*Principal (1870–1872)

5 .  Professor M. A. Newell 
*Principal (1872–1893) 

6 .  Professor Alexander Chaplain         
*Principal (1893–1893)

7 .  Mr. George Harrison 
*Principal (1893–1911)

8 .  Dr. Don Speed Smith Goodloe 
*Principal (1911–1921)

9 .  Dr. Leonidas S. James 
*Principal (1921–1938) 
 President (1938–1941)

10 .  Dr. Joseph Alexander Wiseman  
Interim President  
(December 1941–February 1942)

11 .  Dr. William Edward Henry 
President (1942–1967)

12 .  Dr. Samuel Lloyd Myers 
President (1967–1977)

13 .  Mr. Edmund C. Mester 
Interim President 
(He became ill in December 1977 . 
Ms . Carolyn Reid-Wallace was 
appointed by the Board  
to administer without a 
presidential appellation from 
December 1977–May 1978 .)

14 .  Dr. Rufus L. Barfield  
President (1978–1982)

15 .  Ms. Marcellina Brooks 
Acting President  
(January 1983–September 1983)

16 .  Dr. James Lyons Sr. 
President (1983–1992)

17 .  Dr. Harold Delany  
Interim President  
(July 1992–July 1993)

18 .  Dr. Nathanael Pollard  
President (1993–1999)

19 .  Dr. Wendell Holloway  
Interim President  
(January 1999–April 15, 2000)

20 .  Dr. Calvin W. Lowe 
President (2000–2006)

21 .  Dr. Patricia Pierce Ramsey 
Interim President  
(July 1–August 31, 2006)

22 .  Dr. Mickey L. Burnim 
President  
(September 2006–June 2017)

23 .  Dr. Aminta H. Breaux 
President  
(July 2017–Present)

* The title of the Chief Executive Officer was changed from Principal to President in 1938 .

Special Thanks

History of Chief Executive Officers

Special thanks to ABM Janitorial Services, Bowie State University Bookstore,  
PG County Police Department, Meeting Management Services,  

PreConn Events and MTA .
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